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Annual number of customers: 1,065,863
Regional Garbage: 850,748 tonnes*
Paid Recycling: 57,702 tonnes
Free Recycling: 11,336 tonnes

Metro Vancouver Facilities
MATERIAL(S)

CUSTOMERS

TONNES

System Description

Garbage

597,214

639,205

Metro Vancouver is responsible for waste reduction, recycling
planning, and the operation of a series of solid waste facilities
in the region. Planning for less waste, improving reuse and
recycling systems and managing the remaining waste reflects
the public’s expectations of high environmental stewardship,
as well as the desire to keep waste management affordable.

Clean Wood, Organics &
Other Paid Recycling

150,654

53,654

Gypsum

16,234

2,104

Mattresses

70,069 units

1,944

Metro Vancouver operates five recycling and waste centres
where residents and businesses drop off garbage, yard
trimmings and a variety of other recyclable materials. In
addition to the Metro Vancouver facilities, some municipalities
operate their own recycling depots. Recycling information
from those facilities is included as part of the regional
solid waste recycling statistics, but not included as part of
this summary of Metro Vancouver solid waste facility data.
Garbage remaining after recycling is managed at the Metro
Vancouver Waste-to-Energy Facility and the Vancouver
Landfill. The Vancouver Landfill and Vancouver Transfer Station
are owned and operated by the City of Vancouver. Garbage in
excess of what can be managed at local facilities is shipped to
remote landfills for disposal.
Metro Vancouver also created the National Zero Waste Council
and runs a number of behaviour change campaigns such
as Love Food Hate Waste, Food Scraps Recycling, Create
Memories not Garbage, and Think Thrice About Your Clothes.

Free Recycling

399,360

11,336

2020 Overall Customer Use of Solid Waste Facilities
Garbage and Free Recycling
(97,599)

9%

Garbage
Only
(499,615)

47%

28%

Free Recycling
Only**
(301,761)

16%
Paid Recycling (166,888)

* Regional garbage received at Metro Vancouver and City of Vancouver facilities
(from residential and commercial/institutional sources) totaled 850,748 tonnes in
2020. In addition, the Waste-to-Energy Facility received 11,264 tonnes of utility
residuals and international waste and the Vancouver Landfill received 44,138 tonnes
of construction & demolition waste and 38,920 tonnes of utility residuals and 41,478
tonnes of bottom ash.
** Recycling Depot visits are estimated based on customer use data collected in 2019.
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995 United Boulevard, Coquitlam

United Boulevard
Recycling and Waste Centre
Facility Description
Metro Vancouver’s new United Boulevard Recycling and
Waste Centre is opening this winter. Located at
995 United Boulevard, Coquitlam, it’s less than one
kilometer west of the previous Coquitlam Recycling
and Waste Centre.
The United Boulevard Recycling and Waste Centre was
designed with commercial, municipal, and small vehicle
customers in mind. Users can expect more space, double
the number of scales and improved traffic flows for
increased safety.
It has both attended and automated scales, the latter for
use by access card holders. Garbage is unloaded onto the
5,800 m2 flat tipping floor in the main transfer building and
a front end loader pushes the waste into a below grade
compactor for shipment to disposal. Service vehicles
picking up recycling and the compacted waste have a
designated entrance and traffic flow through the facility,
separated from customers.

Yard trimmings, clean wood, food scraps, gypsum and
mattresses are accepted for recycling for a fee.
A full-service recycling depot, three times larger than the
current depot, where customers can drop off materials
for free is located ahead of the scales. Accepted materials
include batteries, electronics, cardboard, metal, expanded
polystyrene, plastic containers and bags, light fixtures,
cooking oil, books, textiles and more.
Customers can choose to leave the recycling depot after
dropping off their free recycling or can join a separate
traffic lane to reach the scale house and to drop off their
garbage or paid recycling.
Site Area: 6.2 hectares (15.5 acres)
Building Area: 5,800m2
Number of customers: 200,000 annually

Scale House
Transfer Building

Queuing

Recycling Depot

Green Waste and
Clean Wood

30 Riverside Drive, North Vancouver

North
Shore
Recycling and Waste Centre

MATERIAL(S)

Facility Description

Gypsum

The North Shore Recycling and Waste Centre accepts
garbage and a wide range of recyclables from both small
and large vehicles. It has both attended and automated
scales, the latter for use mainly by account customers with
mechanically unloaded vehicles. Garbage is unloaded onto
a tipping floor in the main building and a front end loader
pushes the waste into an underground compactor for
shipment to disposal. Yard trimmings, clean wood, gypsum
and mattresses are accepted for recycling for a fee.
A recycling depot where customers can drop off materials
for free is located ahead of the scales. Accepted materials
include batteries, electronics, cardboard, metal, expanded
polystyrene, plastic containers and bags, light fixtures,
cooking oil, books and textiles.
Site Area: 1.78 hectares (4.4 acres)
including green waste yard

Garbage
Clean Wood, Organics &
Other Paid Recycling

Mattresses

CUSTOMERS

TONNES

125,993

112,080

46,192

36,686

4,984

588

18,240 units

Free Recycling

241,743

461
5,634

2020 Overall Customer Use of North Shore
Recycling and Waste Centre
Garbage and
Free Recycling
(47,006)
Garbage Only
(78,987)

Paid
Recycling
(51,176)

21%

14%

13%

52%

Free
Recycling
Only*
(194,737)

Building Area: 51 m x 61 m = 3,100 m2
Number of customers in 2020: 371,906

* Recycling Depot visits are estimated based on customer use data collected in 2019.

Transfer Building

Queuing

Scale House

Donation Trailer

9770 192nd Street, Surrey

North Surrey Recycling and Waste Centre
Facility Description
The North Surrey Recycling and Waste Centre accepts
garbage and a limited number of recyclables from
both small and large vehicles. It has both attended and
automated scales, the latter for use mainly by account
customers with mechanically unloaded vehicles. Garbage is
unloaded into a pit for mechanical unloading vehicles and
onto the tipping floor for small vehicles. A front end loader
pushes the waste into an underground compactor for
shipment to disposal. Yard trimmings, clean wood, gypsum
and mattresses are accepted for recycling for a fee. General
recyclables such as metals are managed within the transfer
building. Customers have the option to pay for recyclables
with their garbage, or weigh in and out for free drop off of
their recyclables.
Site Area: 2 hectares (5 acres)
Building Area: 60 m x 88 m = 5,400 m2
Number of customers in 2020: 188,506

MATERIAL(S)
Garbage
Clean Wood, Organics &
Other Paid Recycling
Gypsum
Mattresses

CUSTOMERS

TONNES

149,789

206,955

35,333

3,868

3,384

383

16,285 units

400

 etro Vancouver is constructing a new recycling and waste
M
centre at 6711 – 154 Street in Surrey to increase the convenience
of recycling and waste management for residents, reduce traffic
and help to reduce illegal dumping. The new drop-off facility is
expected to open in 2022.

Scale House

Transfer Building

Mattresses

Paid Recyclables

1070 – 272nd Street, Aldergrove

Langley Recycling and Waste Centre
Facility Description
The Langley Recycling and Waste Centre accepts garbage
and limited recyclables from customers in small
vehicles. It has attended scales only, and is not used by
mechanically unloading trucks. Garbage is hand-unloaded
by customers onto a walking floor that is then loaded
into a compactor container. Recyclables accepted for
a fee include yard trimmings, clean wood, gypsum and
mattresses. Other recyclables such as batteries,
cardboard, metals, plastic bags and containers, refillable
propane tanks and oil filters, are accepted within the
transfer building area. Customers have the option to pay for
recyclables with their garbage, or weigh in and out for
free drop off of their recyclables.
Site Area: 3.86 hectares (9.5 acres)
Building Area: 1,672 m2
Number of customers in 2020: 72,980

MATERIAL(S)

CUSTOMERS

TONNES

Garbage

55,970

8,365

Clean Wood, Organics &
Other Paid Recycling

14,815

2,771

Gypsum

2,195

368

Mattresses

5,530 units

157

Maple Ridge Recycling Depot

Queuing

Transfer Building

Scale House

10092 – 236th Street, Maple Ridge

Maple Ridge Recycling and Waste Centre
Facility Description

MATERIAL(S)

The Maple Ridge Recycling and Waste Centre accepts
garbage and a number of recyclables from small vehicles
that are hand-unloaded. It has attended scales only, and
is not used by mechanically unloading trucks. Garbage is
unloaded directly into trailers located below the tipping
floor. Yard trimmings, clean wood, new and used gypsum
and mattresses are accepted for recycling for a fee.
A recycling depot, operated by Ridge Meadows Recycling
Society, accepts recyclable materials for free and is adjacent
to the recycling and waste centre.

Garbage

93,545

10,852

Clean Wood, Organics &
Other Paid Recycling

22,150

3,822

Gypsum

2,014

345

Mattresses

8,495 units

266

Site Area: 2.43 hectares (6 acres), part of site leased to
Ridge Meadows Recycling Society
Building Area: 45 m x 35 m = 1,575 m2
Number of customers in 2020: 117,709

CUSTOMERS

TONNES

5150 Riverbend Drive, Burnaby

Waste-to-Energy Facility
Facility Description

Site Area: 1.8 hectares (4.4 acres)

Metro Vancouver’s Waste-to-Energy Facility has operated
in Burnaby since 1988 and handles about 250,000 tonnes
of garbage per year – roughly a quarter of the region’s
garbage. It is a mass-burn facility that turns waste into
electricity (enough to power 16,000 homes) and recovers
approximately 6,500 tonnes of ferrous and 500 tonnes of
non-ferrous metal annually.

Building Area: 70 m x 70 m = 4,900 m2

The waste-to-energy process is monitored 24 hours a day,
seven days a week, 365 days a year from a control room
located on site. Facility emissions data and compliance
reports are available on Metro Vancouver’s website in
real time. The range of emissions monitored, includes
common air contaminants such as nitrogen oxides (NOx)
and particulate matter (PM), as well as acid gases, trace
metals, trace organics, and dioxins / furans.
The facility receives waste from an average of 80
mechanically unloading trucks per day that empty their
loads into a large garbage bunker.

Annual number of customers: 24,678
Direct Haul: 123,683 tonnes
Transfer: 120,679 tonnes
Total Processed: 244,362 tonnes

16,000 homes

powered by WTE
electricity

$5.8 million

revenue per year from
power generated

25%

WASTE-TO-ENERGY
FACILITY

of Metro Vancouver
Garbage

$200,000

from sale of 7,000
tonnes of ferrous and
non-ferrous metal

