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Electoral Area A
BULLETIN

Message from Director Jen McCutcheon
Dear Residents,

I trust that your summer is off to a good start.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
Barnston Island residents and Metro Vancouver 
staff for your preparedness during the recent freshet. 
It was a very worrying time and I appreciate all 
the work that went into preparing for possible 
evacuation — not just of homes, but also the many 
farm animals living on the island. For those in other 
parts of Electoral Area A, other natural disasters 
such as wildfires and landslides are top of mind for 
you, as well as for me in my role as your electoral 
area director. 

I appreciated getting to meet some of you over the 
past year, either on boat trips up Indian Arm or 
Pitt Lake, or on Zoom calls. Please don’t hesitate to 
reach out if you have any questions, concerns, or 
suggestions that you would like to discuss — or if 
you would just like to put a face to a name. I always 
enjoy meeting residents and learning more about 
the unique opportunities and challenges of the 
various corners of Electoral Area A. You can reach 
me at areaajen@gmail.com or via my website at 
areaajen.ca.

Wishing you all the best this summer,

Jen McCutcheon

SUMMER 2022

Jen McCutcheon

Director, Electoral Area A, Metro Vancouver
AreaAJen@gmail.com
www.AreaAjen.ca

For UBC/UEL residents, Jen McCutcheon,  
the Metro Vancouver Director for Electoral Area A,  
also submits regular reports to the UNA Board and  
the UEL Community Advisory Council.

Pitt Lake

http://www.AreaAJen.ca
mailto:AreaAJen%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.areaajen.ca
http://www.metrovancouver.org
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Summer 2022Metro Vancouver Updates

Barnston Island Freshet

Barge Cleanup Event – Bowyer Island and 
Passage Island – August 6 and 7 
Metro Vancouver is organizing a barge cleanup event for 
Bowyer Island and Passage Island in Howe Sound on Saturday, 
August 6 and Sunday, August 7.

The last barge cleanup event for Bowyer and Passage islands 
took place in 2016. Similar events were held for other remote 
water-access Electoral Area A communities, including Indian 
Arm in 2019 and the west side of Pitt Lake in 2020. 

These events help residents properly dispose of large items 
that have accumulated over the years. Small items will also be 
accepted.

Bowyer Island and Passage Island residents have been  
contacted by email with information related to the cleanup.  
If you have not received information or have any questions, 
please contact Marcin Pachcinski, Division Manager, Electoral 
Area and Implementation Services, at 604-451-6562 or 
marcin.pachcinski@metrovancouver.org or regional 
planner Tom Pearce at 604-432-6383 or tom.pearce@
metrovancouver.org.

Barnston Island Freshet
On June 30, Metro Vancouver issued an evacuation alert for 
Barnston Island as Fraser River water levels at the Mission 
gauge reached 5.8 metres and were projected to reach as high 
as 7.2 metres. The river level peaked at 5.98 metres on July 5 
before the alert was rescinded on July 6. 

The evacuation alert was a precautionary measure — Barnston 
Island residents were not required to evacuate but were asked 
to prepare to leave on short notice. A state of local emergency 
was declared to support a potential evacuation, with access to 
Barnston Island restricted to residents, businesses, and those with 
a family connection. Barnston Island Regional Park was also 
closed. Metro Vancouver worked closely with the Katzie First 
Nation and other government agencies throughout the alert. 

Metro Vancouver thanks residents for their efforts to be 
prepared throughout the high river level period this year. 
Residents are encouraged to register for Metro Vancouver’s 
emergency notification system.

Indoor Wood Burning Restrictions:  
Residents Required to Register and 
Sign Declaration

Indoor wood burning restrictions are once again in effect 
within the region to ensure we maintain good air quality to 
benefit the health of residents. 

From May 15 to September 15 each year, the use of residential 
indoor wood-burning appliances is not allowed except for 
under the following circumstances: it is your sole source of 
heat, there is an emergency, or your home is located off-grid 
outside the Urban Containment Boundary (UCB). 

Effective September 15, residents living within the urban 
containment boundary will be required to register their indoor 
wood-burning appliance. 

All residents who own or operate an indoor wood-burning 
appliance must sign a declaration of use of “Best Burning 
Practices.”  

In 2020, the Metro Vancouver Board adopted a bylaw to 
significantly reduce the use of indoor wood burning appliances 
in the region by 2025. Learn more about the bylaw and 
exceptions.

Register and Sign the Declaration

Understanding Metro Vancouver Services and 
Your Property Tax Bill 
Whether it’s providing sandbags to prevent flood damage on 
Barnston Island, organizing barge cleanup events in Howe 
Sound, or conducting building inspections in Indian Arm, 
Metro Vancouver ensures Electoral Area A residents receive 
the services that directly or indirectly improve their safety and 
quality of life. 

Key services include emergency planning, training, and 
response; administering grant funds; providing local land use 
planning that encompasses zoning and community planning; 
and running elections every four years. 

mailto:Marcin.Pachcinski%40metrovancouver.org?subject=
mailto:tom.pearce%40metrovancouver.org?subject=
mailto:tom.pearce%40metrovancouver.org?subject=
http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/parks/parks-greenways-reserves/barnston-island-regional-park
http://subscription.metrovancouver.org/sites/ElectoralAreaA/SitePages/Home.aspx?jg=c41ed663-7ae3-49a6-9546-b91216c8082f&eg=35bd9000-ae80-4346-ba86-1cd38e0f1882&lg=668a895c-04ca-4730-8207-6bf285290768&ltp=c
http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/regional-planning/PublishingImages/MV-GISMap-1120-UrbanContainment.png
http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/Permits-regulations-enforcement/air-quality/residential-wood-burning/about/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/Permits-regulations-enforcement/air-quality/residential-wood-burning/about/Pages/default.aspx
https://service.metrovancouver.org/RIWB/
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Metro Vancouver also manages a system of regional parks, 
greenways, park reserves, and ecological conservancy areas. These 
areas protect diverse landscapes and habitats, including beaches, 
creeks, lakes, forests, mountains, and wetlands. Regional parks 
provide homes for wildlife as well as places for residents to hike, 
cycle, picnic, and swim.

All of these services are funded through the Metro Vancouver 
property tax, which in 2022 totalled $961,930 in levies payable 
by Electoral Area A property owners. The tax is divided into two 
portions — one for Electoral Area A services ($398,906) and 
another for regional services ($563,024).

2022 TAX ESTIMATES
Assessed Value Electoral 

Area A 
$ Portion

MVRD 
(Regional) 
$ Portion

“A METRO 
VANCOUVER” 

Total $ Amount

$100,000  $ 3.72  $ 5.25  $ 8.96

$300,000  $ 11  $ 16  $ 27

$500,000  $ 19  $ 26  $ 45

$1,000,000  $ 37  $ 52  $ 90

$2,000,000  $ 74  $ 105  $ 179

The household amount for both Electoral Area A and Regional 
Services is $8.96 per year for each $100,000 of assessed  
property value.

In addition to the local services, Metro Vancouver also provides 
the following regional services to EAA residents:

Regional Parks: Metro Vancouver’s regional parks system 
includes 23 regional parks, two park reserves, two ecological 
conservancy areas, and five greenways.  
metrovancouver.org/services/parks 

Air Quality & Climate Change: Metro Vancouver develops and 
implements plans, policies, regulations, and projects that improve 
air quality and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. These plans and 
policies are supported by air quality monitoring and emissions 
tracking in the lower Fraser Valley airshed.  
metrovancouver.org/services/air-quality

Regional Planning: Metro Vancouver is the steward of the 
regional growth strategy, Metro 2040, which strives to contain 
and structure the growth coming to our region, protect important 
lands, and ensure the efficient provision of infrastructure, 
including utilities, transit, and community amenities. 
metrovancouver.org/services/regional-planning 

Other regional services: These services include regional 
emergency management, 911 emergency telephone service, a 
global navigation satellite system service, as well as a contribution 
toward affordable housing sites. 

Metro Vancouver also provides Barnston Island property owners 
with Fraser Valley Regional Library service, which appears as a 
separate line item on Barnston Island property tax bills. 

Metro Vancouver provides drinking water, liquid waste, and 
solid waste services to most municipalities and to the UBC/
UEL portion of the electoral area. These services are not funded 
by the Metro Vancouver property tax, but instead have different 
cost recovery mechanisms. For additional information on 
Metro Vancouver’s budget and five-year financial plan, visit: 
metrovancouver.org/services/financial-services/programs-
budget/ 

Extreme Heat and Wildfire Preparedness Information 

Our region may have had a cool and rainy summer so far, but that 
doesn’t mean we won’t see heatwaves and wildfires this year. It’s 
important that residents be prepared for such events.  
Please review the following resources for more information: 

BC Extreme Heat Preparedness Guide 

BC FireSmart Homeowner’s Manual

BC Fire Bans and Restrictions 

Marcin Pachcinski

Division Manager, Electoral Area and 
Environment, Metro Vancouver
604.451.6562    
marcin.pachcinski@metrovancouver.org

Subscribe To Electoral Area Email List 

Email is one of the fastest ways Metro Vancouver can send information 
related to events and issues of interest to you and your community. 

To subscribe, click here.  
For an archive of past editions, please visit this link. 

UBC
$222,884
55.9%

UEL
$163,414
41.0%

Howe Sound
$7,664
1.9%

Barnston* 
Island
$600
0.2%

Pitt Lake & 
Indian Arm
$4,343
1.1%

* Barnston Island amount excludes 
 tax collected for the Fraser Valley 
 Regional Library

http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/parks
http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/air-quality
http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/regional-planning/metro-vancouver-2040/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/regional-planning
http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/financial-services/programs-budget/
http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/financial-services/programs-budget/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/public-safety-and-emergency-services/emergency-preparedness-response-recovery/embc/preparedbc/preparedbc-guides/preparedbc_extreme_heat_guide.pdf
https://firesmartbc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/FireSmart_Booklet_web-Updated.pdf
http://www.bcwildfire.ca/
mailto:marcin.pachcinski@metrovancouver.org
http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/electoral-area-a/mailing-list/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/electoral-area-a/community-information/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.metrovancouver.org

