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Draft Metro 2050 Released for Comment 

A draft of Metro 2050, the update to the regional growth strategy, is now available for comment. The 
draft keeps the structure and fundamental policy tools of Metro 2040 while extending the growth 
projections out to the year 2050, aligning with Transport 2050, TransLink’s new Regional Transportation 
Strategy, and incorporating the lessons learned from 10 years of implementing Metro 2040. In 
particular, there is new policy content related to critical issues of housing affordability, social equity and 
reconciliation, climate change, and regional resiliency.  



Metro 2050 has been under development for over two years, is based on MVRD Board-approved 
recommendations from 11 Metro 2040 Policy Reviews, and has been shaped by input from member 
jurisdiction staff, provincial ministries, regional stakeholders, First Nations, members of the public, and 
the Regional Planning Committee and MVRD Board.  

The draft of Metro 2050 was presented to the Regional Planning Committee and Metro Vancouver 
Board in June 2021 with a recommendation to refer it out for comment. More information about the 
development of Metro 2050 and the associated background materials can be found on the Metro 
Vancouver website here.  

Organizations and residents in the region are invited to review the draft strategy and share their 
thoughts. Please contact Metro Vancouver staff at regionalplanning@metrovancouver.org with any 
questions. We welcome written comments before the end of the Comment Period (November 26, 
2021).  

 

2020 Regional Industrial Lands Inventory 

Since 2005, Metro Vancouver has completed an inventory of industrial lands in the region every five 
years, with the most recent inventory being completed for 2020. The data in the inventories provides 
important support for the implementation of the regional growth strategy and the Regional 
Industrial Lands Strategy, as well as local planning and economic development efforts.  
 
The data in the 2020 Inventory quantifies the region’s limited supply of industrial lands by use and 
activity, the amount of land that is developed for industrial and other uses by type of activity, and 

http://www.metrovancouver.org/metro2050
https://orbit.gvrd.bc.ca/orbitdav/nodes/25286101/regionalplanning%40metrovancouver.org


lands that are vacant. It also supports industrial lands protection and intensification efforts, and 
provides comprehensive data for further analysis of industrial land-related matters. 
 
The technical report, an executive summary, and detailed maps can be found on the Metro 
Vancouver website here.  

 

Industrial Lands Intensification Analysis Study 

Given the limited supply of industrial lands in the region, one of the key opportunities to meet 
increasing industrial demand will be through intensification. The recently completed Industrial Lands 
Intensification Analysis Study builds on past research undertaken by Metro Vancouver, explores the 
challenges and opportunities, outlines examples, and provides recommendations for developing higher 
density industrial forms while protecting the intended industrial use on the lands. 
 
The Study’s recommendations include continued collaboration to implement the Regional Industrial 
Lands Strategy through a review of: municipal zoning bylaws to permit the intended industrial activities; 
zoning bylaw provisions that encourage density build out and/or creative design solutions; parking 
requirements for industrial developments; lot consolidation to create larger development sites; and 
‘Bring-to-Market’ strategies to encourage reinvestment. 
 

http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/regional-planning/PlanningPublications/Metro_Vancouver_2020_Industrial_Lands_Inventory_Technical_Report.pdf
http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/regional-planning/PlanningPublications/Regional_Industrial_Lands_Inventory_Summary.pdf
http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/regional-planning/industrial-lands/inventories/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/regional-planning/PlanningPublications/IndustrialIntensificationAnalysisStudy2021.pdf
http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/regional-planning/PlanningPublications/IndustrialIntensificationAnalysisStudy2021.pdf
http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/regional-planning/PlanningPublications/Regional_Industrial_Lands_Strategy_Report.pdf
http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/regional-planning/PlanningPublications/Regional_Industrial_Lands_Strategy_Report.pdf


The Study, as well as other related publications on industrial matters, can be found on the Metro 
Vancouver website here.  
 

 

Metro Vancouver Tree Regulations Toolkit 

The 2019  Regional Tree Canopy Cover and Impervious Surfaces Study found that tree canopy cover within 
Metro Vancouver’s Urban Containment Boundary is projected to decline from 32% to 28% over the next 
20-30 years. The recently completed Metro Vancouver Tree Regulations Toolkit was prepared to provide 
guidance to member jurisdictions and others on regulatory tools that can help preserve existing trees and 
increase tree canopy cover in the region. The Toolkit identifies different approaches and options that can 
be used to regulate trees in British Columbia, and highlights considerations for selecting appropriate tools 
based on the local community context. A high level assessment was completed related to the tools that 
regulate land use (e.g. zoning bylaws and subdivision and servicing bylaws), while a more comprehensive 
review was undertaken related to regulatory tools for trees (e.g. environmental development permit 
areas, covenants, and tree bylaws). The Toolkit, along with other resources related to urban trees, can be 
found on the Urban Forestry webpage here. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/regional-planning/industrial-lands/resources/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/regional-planning/PlanningPublications/EcologicalHealth-TreeCanopyCoverImperviousSurfaces.pdf
http://www.metrovancouver.org/metro2040/urban-area/contain-development/urban-containment/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/regional-planning/PlanningPublications/MV_TreeRegulationsToolkit.pdf
http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/regional-planning/conserving-connecting/urban-forests/Pages/default.aspx


Regional Resilience Framework 

In 2020, Metro Vancouver partnered with TransLink to study how to increase the resiliency of policy 
actions in Metro 2050 and Transport 2050, the updates to the regional growth and regional 
transportation strategies. The resulting Regional Resilience Framework uses the principles of the ‘Four 
Rs’ – robustness, redundancy, resourcefulness, and rapidity – to assess how resilient our current long-
range land use and transportation planning policies are to unexpected shocks and stresses. It then sets 
out recommendations to improve policies and increase future regional resilience. Key takeaways include 
the need to:  

• support detailed Hazard, Risk and Vulnerability assessments for critical regional infrastructure;  
• address climate mitigation and climate adaptation simultaneously; and  
• focus on transportation strategies that reduce the need for travel.  

The Framework was an important input and consideration during the development of the new and 
amended policy directions in Metro 2050. 

More information on the report of the Metro 2050 Regional Resilience Framework can be found here.  

http://www.metrovancouver.org/metro2050
https://www.transport2050.ca/
http://www.metrovancouver.org/boards/RegionalPlanning/RPL_2021-May-7_AGE.pdf#page=185

