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ACTION ITEM FROM DECEMBER 2021 MEETING
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Dates of November 

Atmospheric 

Rainfall Events

Nov 13 - 15

Nov 27 - 28

Nov 30 



Topics where we need your experience and expertise 

CHAPTERS 
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1. Wet weather and wastewater management  

• Combined sewer overflow elimination and sewer separation 

• Wet weather flows and sanitary sewers

2. Holistic stormwater management 

3. Wastewater treatment levels, resource recovery, and 

source control 

Note: Measuring success and affordability will be discussed under each chapter 



BACKGROUND 
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• Legacy of combined sewers in 

Vancouver, New Westminster and 

Burnaby

• Dry or light rain: Wastewater 

treatment plants typically treat all 

combined and sanitary sewage 

• Significant rain: Capacity is often 

exceeded leading to combined 

sewer overflows (CSOs)
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STARTING POINT

• Age of combined sewers often a key factor when 

prioritizing separation

• Improved environmental indicators 

• Major projects are challenging regional affordability 

• More transparency 

• Growing knowledge of the impacts of Constituents of 

Environmental Concern (CECs)  

• Better understanding of climate change impacts 



GOAL
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Progressive and 

measureable reduction of 

pollution from untreated 

wastewater (on pathway 

towards CSO elimination 

by target dates)  

(Note: Performance metrics to be developed) 
White Rock Beach

DRAFT



STRATEGIES
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1. Prioritize separation of combined sewers (regional, 

municipal and private) to achieve CSO elimination by 

established target deadlines

2. Prioritize conveyance of sanitary component of 

wastewater to treatment

3. Use a risk-based approach to prioritize CSO releases 

during wet weather

DRAFT



Where we need your experience and expertise  

ACTIONS
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How best to increase emphasis on factors beyond asset condition when 

prioritizing separation?

How might we best use modernized decision support tools and methods 

to improve environmental outcomes (e.g., prioritization of sewer 

separation, system operation)?  

What metrics might we use to benchmark and measure 

performance/progress? (e.g., progress on sewer separation, reduction of 

sanitary sewage loadings in combined sewer overflows)

DRAFT



Pollution of regional waterways with 

untreated wastewater affects us all

ROLES
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• Member jurisdictions (especially, 

but not only, members with 

combined sewers) 

• Indigenous Nations and peoples 

throughout the region

• General public and Environmental 

Non-Governmental Organizations 

(ENGOs)

• Regulators (provincial and federal)

Iona Beach Regional Park


