
Play Space Design Projects
In fall 2019, Metro Vancouver began improving play spaces 
for residents, including ensuring compliance with current 
safety standards. Metro Vancouver worked with residents of 
these housing sites through a contest to design their new 
play space. This new space would encourage young children 
to play in that area, helping protect them from dangerous 
roadways. This project would also engage the community 
to paint the space and conclude with a physically distanced 
celebration. The play space at Moray Place, Port Moody was 
completed in the summer of 2020.

Free Food Program Update
Metro Vancouver Housing Tenant Associations are working 
with the Immigrant Link Centre Society, a local charity,  
to minimize food waste by providing free food to low income 
residents. Perishable food is collected from grocery stores 
close to its “best before” date and then distributed to 
housing sites. Resident volunteers separate food into boxes 
for the households registered in the program while following 
safety protocols. This important program assists over 150 
residents with their grocery bill and has engaged over 50 
volunteers. Nutritional food is provided every two weeks. 

Garden Expansions & New Community Gardens
Through the pandemic we have seen an increase in the 
need for food security and tenants have made requests to 
expand community gardens. We have expanded community 
gardens at four housing sites (Hemlock Court, Ran Beamish 
Place, Sutton Place, and Kingston Gardens), adding a total 
of 14 garden plots. We also built and installed garden plots 
and provided soil to fill the plots. The Tenant Association of 
Manor House in North Vancouver, with the support of Metro 
Vancouver, has now created community gardens with four 
garden boxes. This community is already looking to expand 
the gardens next year. If you are interested in community 
gardens at your complex, but don’t currently have them, 
contact us at housingnews@metrovancouver.org and we will 
explore options for creating one.
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Hydroponic Gardening – New Pilot Project
Benny, a housing resident, and avid hydroponic gardener, 
worked with Metro Vancouver to roll out these two 
hydroponic tower systems as a pilot project to supplement 
existing community gardens. These systems allow for growing 
plants in nutrient-rich water without soil and substantially 
decrease growing time. Harvesting can occur up to three 
times in one growing season. The residents of Habitat Villa 
have embraced this project by engaging their children in the 
gardening, from growing the seedlings, to placing them in 
the towers to grow and mature. Their plantings have included 
arugula, spinach and bok choy. Residents commented, “The 
hydroponics pilot program has been, and continues to be, 
a wonderful learning experience. It is a great candidate for 
teaching children about hydroponics and the life cycles 
of plants.” With the success of this project imminent, we 
are looking forward to planning for more hydroponics to 
supplement the established community gardens at other 
housing sites in the future.

Gardening Workshops
For gardeners new and experienced, virtual gardening 
workshops were offered for the first time to all residents free 
of charge. Joni, a resident and Organic Master Gardener, 
began offering these gardening workshops in April and they 
will continue to run through to the fall. The list of workshops 
includes: Gardening for Beginners, Composting, Planting 
Plan, Designs, Pest Management, Soil Structure Test and Fall 
Maintenance. Look for more information at your housing site or 
email housingnews@metrovancouver.org for more information.

Decorative Wraps  
Program
The BC Hydro Wraps 
Program was rolled out to 
two housing sites, Meridian 
Village and Epsom Downs 
in 2020, and two housing 
sites, Ran Beamish Place and 
Sutton Place, in 2021. Metro 
Vancouver held a contest 
for residents to submit 
their photos or artwork for 
the winning designs to be 
displayed on hydro boxes 
at these housing sites. The 
program was successful 

and provided an opportunity for distanced community 
engagement. At two of the housing sites they have already 
been installed and will be at the other two following an 
approved application. If you are interested in beautifying your 
housing site, please email housingnews@metrovancouver.org. 

Tenant Mural
Residents at Habitat Villa, Vancouver completed this beautiful 
mural in the summer of 2020 while following safe distancing 
measures. Sylvia, a resident artist, provided the design and 
helped with the process. The mural is located in the community 
garden area. The property is located steps from Jericho beach.

Would you like to share a story about your community?  
Your suggestions, comments and stories are always welcome. 
Contact us at: housingnews@metrovancouver.org

HYDROPONIC GARDENS AT HABITAT VILLA
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BC HYDRO WRAP

COMMUNITY MURAL AT HABITAT VILLA

Housing E-News!
Receive important information regarding your 
housing site, get the tenant newsletter, help 
reduce printed materials, and keep in touch with 

your healthy and engaged community.

Sign up by Dec. 1, 2021 for a chance to win a $10 gift card 
(10 prizes will be awarded by December 31, 2021).  
Email your name and housing site name to:   
housingnews@metrovancouver.org
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