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General Information 

Regional District:  Metro Vancouver (Metro Vancouver Regional District) 
Population:   2,670,000 (2019) 
Regional Growth Strategy:  “Metro Vancouver 2040 – Shaping our Future” (adopted July 2011) 

Report Preparation and Contact Information 

 
As a signatory to the BC Climate Action Charter and in accordance with the requirements of the Climate 
Action Revenue Incentive Program (CARIP), the Metro Vancouver Climate Actions 2019 report meets 
Metro Vancouver’s commitment to publicly report its annual corporate greenhouse gas emissions and its 
corporate and regional climate actions for 2019. This public report is available to stakeholders and 
residents to help them understand the range of climate actions Metro Vancouver is undertaking.  
 
Recognizing the magnitude of the climate challenge, the urgency for action, and the evolving science and 
data, Metro Vancouver has developed Climate 2050, Metro Vancouver’s regional climate action strategy. 
Climate 2050 applies a “climate lens” to Metro Vancouver’s policies and initiatives both corporately and 
throughout the region. The Metro Vancouver Board has adopted the Climate 2050 Strategic Framework, 
the first component of Climate 2050. The Climate 2050 Strategic Framework sets out the vision and 
guiding principles for the strategy, and identifies ten issue areas that will each require its own 
implementation approach. In 2019, the Metro Vancouver Board adopted new greenhouse gas reduction 
targets as part of a revised Strategic Framework, which committed Metro Vancouver to becoming carbon 
neutral region by 2050 and an interim target of 45% reduction from 2010 levels by 2030.  
 
Over 2019-2020, Metro Vancouver is developing a series of Climate 2050 Roadmaps which will describe 
the goals, strategies, and actions within each issue area that are necessary to transition the region to a 
carbon neutral, resilient future while improving the health, well-being, and prosperity of Metro Vancouver 
residents. In 2019, discussion papers for the Buildings, Industry, and Transportation issue areas were 
developed. While the Roadmaps are under development, Metro Vancouver continues to undertake a 
range of climate actions. A Climate 2050 Annual Report will serve as a key reporting mechanism to track 
progress towards the Climate 2050 vision and goals.  
 
In parallel to the implementation of Climate 2050, Metro Vancouver has initiated development of its next 
regional air quality and greenhouse gas management plan, the Clean Air Plan, which will be the key air 
quality and GHG management planning document for Metro Vancouver. It will be aligned with Climate 
2050, and will set Metro Vancouver’s direction for air quality and GHG management for the next five to 
ten years, and achievement of the interim greenhouse gas reduction target for 2030.  
 
This report was prepared by the staff of the Air Quality and Climate Change Division of Metro Vancouver, 
with input from across the organization. Questions on the report should be directed to 
AQInfo@metrovancouver.org or the Metro Vancouver Information Centre at 604-432-6200.  
 
Reported by:  
Roger Quan 
Director, Air Quality and Climate Change 
Parks and Environment Department 
 

Contact us:  
Metro Vancouver  
4730 Kingsway, Burnaby, BC V5H 0C6  
604-432-6200  
www.metrovancouver.org   

file:///C:/Users/MBRAGLEW/AppData/Roaming/OpenText/OTEdit/EC_orbit/c33506510/mailto_AQInfo@metrovancouver.org
http://www.metrovancouver.org/
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2019 Corporate Climate Action  
The section provides an overview of Metro Vancouver’s corporate climate actions, following the 2019 

CARIP survey format. Actions are summarized in broad categories for each of the areas listed below. Three 

key actions demonstrating Metro Vancouver’s corporate climate action are highlighted in more detail in 

this section.  

In 2019, Metro Vancouver undertook actions in the following areas:  

 Building and Lighting Actions 

 Energy Generation Actions 

 Greenspace Actions 

 Planning Actions 

 Solid Waste Actions 

 Transportation Actions 

 Water and Wastewater Actions 

 Other Climate Actions: Sustainability Innovation Fund Program; battery operated parks equipment 

for operations and maintenance. 

 

The following sections outline the actions taken by Metro Vancouver in more detail.  

 

Building and Lighting  

In 2019, Metro Vancouver undertook actions in the following categories:  

 New or upgraded energy-efficient lighting systems 

 New or upgraded energy-efficient heating systems 

 New or upgraded building envelope initiatives 

 Upgrades to amenities in recreation facilities 

 Studies related to building and/or lighting energy efficiency 

 Other: Heating and cooling related process control improvements at liquid waste and solid waste 

facilities; Metro Vancouver Housing Corporation property redevelopments to Step Code 4 or LEED 

standards. 

 

Energy Generation 

In 2019, Metro Vancouver undertook actions in the following categories:  

 Solar power projects 

 Heat recovery or heat reclamation projects 

 Biomass or bio-gas projects 

 Geo-exchange or geothermal projects 

 Studies related to energy generation 

 

Greenspace 

In 2019, Metro Vancouver undertook actions in the following categories:  
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 Tree planting 

 Greenspace acquisition 

 New or upgraded amenities in parks 

 Invasive species management 

 Plans or strategies related to greenspace 

 Other: Avoided forest conversion assessments. 

 

Planning 

In 2019, Metro Vancouver undertook actions in the following categories:  

 Energy/Emissions Management Plan (New or Updated) 

 Asset Management Plan (New or Updated) 

 Corporate Climate Action Plan (New or Updated) 

 Strategic Plan (New or Updated) 

 Other: Development of a Sustainable Infrastructure and Buildings Design Guide; Implementation of 

Metro Vancouver’s Carbon Price Policy (see examples in the highlighted actions section, below). 

 

Solid Waste  

In 2019, Metro Vancouver undertook actions in the following categories:  

 Introduction, expansion or improvement of recycling initiatives at corporate facilities 

 Introduction, expansion or improvement of composting initiatives at corporate facilities 

 Communication or education for staff related to corporate solid waste initiatives 

 Studies or research related to corporate solid waste initiatives 

 Plans or strategies related to corporate solid waste initiatives 

 Other: Calculation of GHG reduction credits associated with organics diversion activities by Metro 

Vancouver’s member municipalities. 

 

Transportation  

In 2019, Metro Vancouver undertook actions in the following categories:  

 Fleet replacement or upgrades 

 New or improved electric vehicle initiatives 

 New or improved active transportation infrastructure for staff 

 Communication or outreach for staff related to corporate transportation initiatives 

 New or improved public transportation initiatives for staff 

 

Water and Wastewater  

In 2019, Metro Vancouver undertook actions in the following categories:  

 New or improved water or wastewater infrastructure 

 Studies or research related to water conservation 

 Plans or strategies related to water or wastewater 
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 Water reduction initiative(s) 

 Plans or strategies related to water or wastewater 

 Other: Storm water urban flooding study; use of trenchless technology for sewer pipe construction 

(see example in the highlighted actions section, below); process control improvements at water, liquid 

waste, and solid waste facilities to reduce electricity use. 

 

Corporate Climate Action Highlights  

This section highlights three of Metro Vancouver’s key actions that demonstrate leadership and 

innovative approaches to reduce corporate greenhouse gas emissions. 

Low Emissions Retrofits at Metro Vancouver Housing Corporation (MVHC) Buildings  

MVHC maintains a varied portfolio of affordable housing sites that require retrofits over time. For 

mechanical upgrades, MVHC conducts an options analysis where various options for each project are 

assessed based on a life cycle cost analysis to be compared against a business as usual approach. Financial, 

social and environmental factors are considered with the main driver for project selection being the 

lowest carbon option that warrants a positive financial business case. To assist in achieving a low carbon 

positive business case, Metro Vancouver’s Corporate Carbon Price Policy, at $150 per tonne of carbon 

dioxide equivalents, is applied in these options analyses.  

In 2019, MVHC used this approach on heating boiler upgrades at two sites, and on domestic hot water 

heater upgrades at two sites. Using the selection process outlined above, MVHC installed high efficiency 

condensing equipment which will result in a reduction of greenhouse gas emissions of approximately 25% 

per project. Along with this, MVHC participated in a 100% fully funded FortisBC new technologies 

demonstration pilot program, where a high efficiency gas absorption heat pump replaced a domestic hot 

water heater at the Hugh Bird housing site. Greenhouse gas emissions savings are yet to be quantified for 

this project, but are expected to be in the range of 20%. 

Accelerating Corporate Electric Vehicle (EV) Infrastructure and Fleet Transformation  

Metro Vancouver implemented several EV related upgrades to its vehicle fleet and charging 

infrastructure. Four dedicated Level 2 charging stations were installed in 2019 for staff and tenants’ use 

at the Head Office as part of a workplace charging initiative for personal vehicles. Additionally, one Direct 

Current Fast Charger (DCFC) station was installed as a public EV charging pilot for corporate and personal 

vehicles, available to staff as well as members of the public. One of the main objectives of the pilot project 

is to establish and test innovative pricing and usage rules. Users are charged by the minute, and after the 

first 30 minutes of charging, a higher tiered price is initiated. This two-tiered pricing system is incentivizing 

users to unplug and vacate the station for the next user. The DCFC was commissioned in September 2019 

and is available to staff and the public 24/7 on a first-come, first-served basis. Within its first four months 

of operation, the charging station was used a total of 160 times. Metro Vancouver staff continue to 

monitor the usage of the pilot charger and will evaluate the effectiveness of the two-tiered rate system 

in 2020.  

In addition to these infrastructure upgrades, Metro Vancouver implemented its corporate Fleet Planning 

and Acquisition Policy and Carbon Price Policy in considering options for corporate fleet upgrades. This 

resulted in the replacement of a number of gasoline or diesel vehicles with 12 battery electric vehicles 
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(BEVs) and 11 plugin hybrid electric vehicles (PHEVs). To date, all vehicles purchased for Metro 

Vancouver’s fleet and as pool vehicles have been assigned their own dedicated Level 2 charging stations. 

Using Micro-Tunneling Trenchless Technology to Avoid the Release of GHGs in Infrastructure Projects 

In 2019, the final section of the twinning of the South Surrey Interceptor sewer pipe was undertaken. The 

last section to be completed was the Johnson Road Section, which was 800 metres long and over three 

metres in diameter. A conventional open cut trenching approach was originally proposed, but a trenchless 

micro-tunneling approach was eventually decided upon for this section. This was the largest diameter 

sewer pipe installed in a single-pass installation using micro-tunneling in Canada. The use of micro-

tunneling avoided the need for diesel-operated machinery to dig up, transport, and replace a significant 

amount of materials, thereby avoiding the release of approximately 2,400 tonnes of carbon dioxide 

equivalents. Additionally, this approach helped to avoid significant disruption to area business parks and 

the complete closure of busy streets nearby. 

2019 Community-Wide Climate Actions 

The section provides an overview of Metro Vancouver’s community-wide climate actions, following the 

2019 CARIP survey format. Actions are summarized in broad categories for each of the areas listed below. 

Three key actions demonstrating Metro Vancouver’s community climate actions are highlighted in more 

detail in this section.  

In 2019, Metro Vancouver undertook actions in the following areas:  

 Building and Lighting Actions 

 Energy Generation Actions 

 Greenspace Actions 

 Planning Actions 

 Solid Waste Actions 

 Transportation Actions 

 Water and Wastewater Actions 

 Other Climate Actions: Caring for the Air report; initiated development of an online portal for 

emissions inventory data to provide enhanced access to regional and municipal greenhouse gas 

emissions data; participation in the Climate Related Monitoring Program work group to ensure that 

climate related weather monitoring data is collected and archived for the Province. 

 

Building and Lighting  

In 2019, Metro Vancouver undertook actions in the following categories:  

 New or upgraded energy-efficient lighting systems 

 New or upgraded energy-efficient heating systems 

 BC Energy Step Code related projects 

 Incentives/rebate programs related to energy-efficient building or lighting 

 Outreach, education or communication related to energy-efficient building or lighting 

 Other: Development of the Climate 2050 Buildings Roadmap discussion paper  

 

http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/air-quality/information-public/caring-for-the-air/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/air-quality/AirQualityPublications/CAP-C2050discussionpaperBuildings.pdf
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Energy Generation  

Metro Vancouver did not undertake any community-wide energy generation actions in 2019.  

Greenspace 

In 2019, Metro Vancouver undertook actions in the following categories: 

 Tree planting 

 Greenspace restoration or maintenance 

 Greenspace acquisition 

 Invasive species management 

 Plans or strategies related to greenspace 

 Other: Carbon storage analysis; sensitive ecosystem loss and sub-regional profiles; green space 

connectivity; outreach, education or communication related to greenspace; geotechnical studies; 

research and monitoring of species and ecosystems. 

 

Planning  

In 2019, Metro Vancouver undertook actions in the following categories: 

 Official Community Plan (New or Updated) 

 Climate Action Plan (New or Updated) 

 Regional Growth Strategy (New or Updated) 

 New or updated bylaw(s) or zoning addressing climate issues 

 Other: Lougheed Corridor land use and growth study 

 

Solid Waste 

In 2019, Metro Vancouver undertook actions in the following categories: 

 Introduction, expansion or improvement of recycling initiatives 

 Introduction, expansion or improvement of composting initiatives 

 Community clean-up initiatives 

 General waste reduction initiative (including landfill diversion strategies) 

 Outreach, education or communication related to solid waste 

 Other: Funding partner for the National Industrial Symbiosis Pilot Program. 

 

Transportation  

In 2019, Metro Vancouver undertook actions in the following categories: 

 New or improved active transportation infrastructure 

 New or improved public transportation initiatives 

 New or improved electric vehicle initiatives 

 Outreach, education or communication related to transportation 

 Plans or strategies related to transportation 

 



 

          

 Metro Vancouver Climate Actions 2019 | MAY 31, 2020 9 

Water and Wastewater  

In 2019, Metro Vancouver undertook actions in the following categories: 

 Water restrictions 

 Incentives/rebate programs related to water or wastewater 

 Outreach, education or communication related to water or wastewater 

 Studies or research related to water or wastewater 

 Plans or strategies related to water or wastewater 

 

Community-Wide Climate Action Highlights  

This section highlights three of Metro Vancouver’s key actions that demonstrate leadership and 

innovative approaches to reduce community-wide greenhouse gas emissions. 

Adopting New Science-Based Emissions Reductions Targets  

In July 2019, the Metro Vancouver Board adopted new greenhouse gas emissions targets in the Climate 

2050 Strategic Framework to more closely align with the level of global emissions reductions necessary to 

keep the average global temperature rise below 1.5°C, informed by the 2018 Intergovernmental Panel on 

Climate Change (IPCC) Special report. These new targets make a commitment to a carbon neutral region 

by 2050, with an interim target of reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 45% from 2010 levels by 2030. 

An amendment to the regional growth strategy was adopted in November 2019 to reflect these new 

targets, with the amendment being finalized in February 2020. In addition to adopting these targets, 

Metro Vancouver identified the need for Provincial and Federal targets to align with the latest science as 

well, and has advocated for these governments to update their own targets.  

Metro Vancouver is identifying the corporate and community-wide actions that must be taken to reach 

the targets in Climate 2050 through a series of Roadmaps, which will describe goals, strategies, and actions 

to reduce greenhouse gases and adapt to climate change impacts in ten key issue areas. Metro Vancouver 

is also developing a new Clean Air Plan, which will identify actions to reduce air contaminant and 

greenhouse gas emissions in the region over the next five to ten years, and which will be aligned with the 

Climate 2050 Roadmaps. In 2019, Metro Vancouver developed discussion papers to inform the Roadmaps 

for Buildings, Industry, and Transportation. 

Estimating Regional Carbon Storage 

Using the Metro Vancouver Land Cover Classification, the Sensitive Ecosystem Inventory and other 

available mapping datasets, a regional carbon storage dataset was developed to provide spatial estimates 

of carbon stored in biomass (e.g. trees, shrubs) and soil that can be used to support the incorporation of 

ecosystem services into decision-making. The project created several outputs including a technical report 

and a parcel-based dataset that can easily be used by planners to explore the potential carbon 

implications of projects within a given area (e.g. how much carbon could potentially be released by 

developing an area, how much carbon could be retained by protecting an area, or additional carbon 

storage for restoration of an area). Updates to the carbon storage dataset are planned every 6 years (next 

update year will be 2020, with completion likely in 2022), and are tied into the update process for other 

regional datasets such as the Land Cover Classification and Sensitive Ecosystem Inventory. 
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Delivery of the Strata Energy Advisor Program to Support Emissions Reductions in Buildings  

Metro Vancouver and its partners delivered the Strata Energy Advisor pilot program to support strata 

buildings to reduce their energy consumption and greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. Large buildings are a 

major source of GHG emissions in the region, and are the subject of significant GHG reduction efforts 

under the Climate 2050 Roadmap for buildings. The Strata Energy Advisor Pilot Program aims to address 

key barriers to reducing GHG emissions from strata buildings by providing professional energy advisor 

services to strata councils and property managers undertaking major building renewal and building 

maintenance projects. The Pilot Program is on track to achieve the implementation targets, which include 

300 registered strata buildings, 88 energy audits, and over 60 building tune-ups or smart building 

upgrades. 

Climate Preparedness and Adaptation Action  

This section of the 2019 CARIP survey describes the climate impacts Metro Vancouver is experiencing, and 

how they are being addressed. 

Metro Vancouver has identified the following potential climate impacts:  

 Increased temperatures increasing wildfire activity 

 Extreme weather events contributing to urban and overland flooding 

 Changes to temperature and precipitation causing seasonal drought 

 Warmer winter temperatures reducing snowpack 

 Sea level rise and storms causing coastal flooding and/or erosion 

 Other: Invasive species 

 

In 2019, Metro Vancouver undertook actions in the following categories in an effort to consider or 

address the impacts of climate change:  

 Emergency response planning 

 Asset management 

 Infrastructure upgrades 

 Public education and awareness 

 Strategic and financial planning 

 Risk and vulnerability assessments 

 Risk reduction strategies 

 Official Community Plan policy changes 

 

In 2019, Metro Vancouver partnered with the following organizations to prepare for and adapt to 

climate change:  

 Adaptation to Climate Change Team (SFU) 

 Columbia Basin Trust 

 Community Emergency Preparedness Fund (UBCM) 

 Federation of Canadian Municipalities 

 Fraser Basin Council 
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 Pacific Institute for Climate Solutions (UVIC) 

 

Adaptation Action Highlights  

This section highlights three of Metro Vancouver’s key actions that demonstrate leadership and 

innovative approaches to adapting to a changing climate. 

Advancing Urban Forest Climate Adaptation 

Metro Vancouver developed the Urban Forest Climate Adaptation Initiative in 2016 to assess the risks and 

predicted changes to the region’s urban forest. The initiative provides guidance to help practitioners 

manage urban forests in a changing climate. In 2019, Metro Vancouver staff worked with a consultant to 

add over 150 new tree species to the Species Selection Database. The database includes over 300 species 

assessed for suitability to the current and projected future climate in the Metro Vancouver region. 

Additionally, Metro Vancouver hosted an Urban Forest Climate Adaptation Workshop with over 100 

different practitioners from across the region including arborists, growers, landscape architects, planners, 

environment managers, grounds/maintenance staff, urban foresters, and health authority 

representatives.  

The Urban Forest Climate Adaptation project was awarded a 2019 Canadian Institute of Planners Award 

for Planning Excellence under the Climate Change Planning category. 

Continued Restoration of Key Regional Ecological Assets 

In 2019, Metro Vancouver continued to implement the Ecological Restoration Program to restore 

degraded sites, enhance biodiversity, and promote ecosystem resilience in the Regional Parks System. The 

ecosystem services that are maintained or enhanced by these actions help the region become more 

resilient to the impacts of climate change, and can also enhance the sequestration of carbon. For instance, 

in 2019, pine seedlings were removed at Burns Bog Regional Park to support ongoing bog restoration 

efforts. Metro Vancouver’s 2019 evaluation of the restoration of Burns Bog since 2008 has demonstrated 

that a significant amount of carbon has been sequestered over the past decade as a result of the extensive 

restoration efforts.  

In addition to work at Burns Bog, habitat restoration projects were completed at many Regional Parks 

sites, including Colony Farm, Boundary Bay, Iona Beach, Tynehead, Burnaby Lake, Surrey Bend, 

Aldergrove, Campbell Valley and Brae Island. Examples of projects include: 

• Installing an underground dam to restore hydrology at Camosun bog. Removal of invasive 

plants and replanting with coniferous trees over an 18-hectare area (Pacific Spirt Regional 

Park) 

• Completing restoration of Thornvale Pond, and renaturalizing a previously built and highly 

impacted area with native trees and shrubs (Kanaka Creek Regional Park) 

Preparing Regional Water Supply for Climate Change Impacts  

Climate change trends for Metro Vancouver forecast warmer and wetter winters, and hotter and drier 

summers, which means less snowmelt will be available as inflow to sustain the reservoirs through 

summer, potentially creating a supply shortage. Metro Vancouver is proposing to increase its capacity to 

withdraw water from Coquitlam Lake through the construction of the Coquitlam Intake No. 2 Project. 
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Planning is currently underway for the design of a new water intake, a water supply tunnel, and water 

treatment facilities. This significant infrastructure project will help meet the water supply needs of the 

region into the 2070s and beyond and provide resiliency to address the anticipated impacts of climate 

change.  

Coquitlam Intake No. 2 Project will allow Metro Vancouver to increase its capacity to withdraw water from 

the Lake to reduce the likelihood of a supply shortage. Additionally, climate change is expected to increase 

turbidity event frequency in Coquitlam Lake. To protect future water quality, Metro Vancouver is 

proposing to locate the intake in a deeper portion of the Lake with less turbidity events than other parts 

of the Lake, and also by adding filtration technology. The Second Intake’s proposed 3 ports at varying 

depths in the lake give Metro Vancouver the ability to control which layer of water is accessed.  This allows 

access to the best quality water year round.    

In 2019 Metro Vancouver began the Project Definition phase of work for the project, which will help 

determine the scope of work including the intake location, tunnel alignment, and treatment technology. 

These are some key considerations when it comes to planning for future climate change impacts. 

Construction is expected to begin in the mid-2020s, with completion targeted for the mid-2030s. 

2019 Carbon Neutral Reporting  

2019 Carbon Emissions 

Did you measure your local government's corporate GHG emissions in 2019?  Yes 

  

Corporate GHG emissions (in tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent) from services 
delivered directly by your local government: 

6,661 

  

Corporate GHG emissions (in tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent) from 
contracted services: 

9,984 

TOTAL A: CORPORATE GHG EMISSIONS FOR 2019  16,645 tCO2e 
 

2019 Carbon Reductions 

To be carbon neutral, a local government must balance their TOTAL corporate GHG emissions generated 

in 2019 by one or a combination of the following actions: 

• Undertake Green Communities Committee-supported Option 1 Project(s) 

• Undertake Green Communities Committee-supported Option 2 Project(s)     

• Purchase carbon offsets from a credible offset provider 

 
For more information about options to balance or offset corporate GHG emissions please refer to 
Becoming Carbon Neutral: A Guidebook for Local Governments in British Columbia. 
 

 

 

http://www.toolkit.bc.ca/sites/default/files/Becoming%20Carbon%20Neutral%20V3%20FINAL%20July%202014_0.pdf
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If applicable, please report the 2019 GHG emissions reductions (in tonnes of carbon dioxide 
equivalent (tCO2e)) being claimed from Option 1 GHG Reduction Projects: 

OPTION 1 PROJECTS REDUCTIONS 

  1E Avoided Forest Conversion  

     Thompson Mountain  9,457 

     Minnekhada Quarry Road (Minnekhada Regional Park)  2,003 

     Grant Hill (Kanaka Creek Regional Park)  226 

     Lane Property (Kanaka Creek Regional Park)  72 

  1F Trenchless Technology  

     South Surrey Interceptor – Johnson Road Section 2,394 

TOTAL B: REDUCTIONS FROM OPTION 1 PROJECTS FOR 2019 14,152 tCO2e 
 

If applicable, please report the names and 2019 GHG emissions reductions (in tonnes of carbon 
dioxide equivalent (tCO2e)) being claimed from Option 2 GHG Reduction Projects: 

OPTION 2 PROJECT NAME REDUCTIONS 

  
Ecosystem Restoration of the Burns Bog Ecological Conservancy Area 29,834 

  

TOTAL C: REDUCTIONS FROM OPTION 2 PROJECTS FOR 2019  29,834 tCO2e 
 

2019 Carbon Offsets 

If applicable, please report the number of offsets purchased (in tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent 
(tCO2e)) from an offset provider for the 2019 reporting year: 
 

OFFSET PROVIDER REDUCTIONS 

  
Not applicable N/A 

  

TOTAL D: OFFSETS PURCHASED FOR 2019 0 tCO2e 

TOTAL REDUCTION AND OFFSETS FOR 2019 (Total B+C+D) =          43,986 tCO2e 

 

Corporate GHG Emissions Balance for 2019 

Your local government's Corporate GHG Emissions Balance is the difference between total corporate GHG 
emissions (direct + contracted emissions) and the GHG emissions reduced through GCC Option 1 and 
Option 2 projects and/or the purchase of offsets. 
 

CORPORATE GHG EMISSIONS BALANCE FOR 2019 = (A – (B+C+D)) =          -27,341 tCO2e 
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If your local government was carbon neutral in 2019, please record any emissions reductions you will be 

carrying over for future years and the source of the reductions, including the year they were earned (e.g. 

organics diversion, 2019 100 tCO2e): 

 Source of Carryover Emission Reduction 
Year 

Earned 
GHG Emissions 

Reductions 

1. 
Ecosystem Restoration of the Burns Bog Ecological 

Conservancy Area 
2012-2016 27,341 

TOTAL E - BALANCE OF REDUCTIONS ELIGIBLE FOR CARRY OVER TO NEXT YEAR 27,341 

 

Green Communities Committee Climate Action Recognition Program 

The joint Provincial-UBCM Green Communities Committee is pleased to be continuing the Climate Action 

Recognition Program again this year. This multi-level program provides the Green Communities 

Committee with an opportunity to review and publicly recognize the progress and achievements of each 

Climate Action Charter (Charter) signatory. 

Recognition is provided on an annual basis to local governments who demonstrate progress on their 

Charter commitments, according to the following: 

• Level 1 – Demonstrating Progress on Charter Commitments: For local governments who 

demonstrate progress on fulfilling one or more of their Charter commitments. 

• Level 2 – Measuring GHG Emissions: For local governments that achieve Level 1, who measure 

their corporate GHG emissions for the reporting year and demonstrate that they are familiar 

with their community’s energy and emissions inventory (i.e. CEEI). 

• Level 3 – Accelerating Progress on Charter Commitments: For those local governments who 

have achieved Level 1 and 2 and demonstrate significant action (corporately or community-

wide) in reducing GHG emissions in the reporting year (e.g. through undertaking a GHG 

reduction project, purchasing offsets, establishing a reserve fund). 

• Level 4 - Achievement of Carbon Neutrality: For local governments who achieve corporate 

carbon neutrality in the reporting year. 

 Level 1 – Demonstrating Progress on Charter Commitments  

 Level 2 – Measuring GHG Emissions  

 Level 3 – Accelerating Progress on Charter Commitments  

X Level 4 - Achievement of Carbon Neutrality  

 

For purposes of Level 3 recognition, if applicable, please identify any new or ongoing corporate or 
community wide GHG reduction projects (other than an Option 1 or Option 2 project) undertaken by 
your local government that reflects a significant investment of time and/or financial resources and is 
intended to result in significant GHG reductions: 
 
n/a 
 

Does your local government set aside funds in a climate reserve fund or similar? Yes 
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APPENDIX 1: Contracted Emissions Report for Metro Vancouver  
 

Reporting Metro Vancouver’s Contracted Emissions 
 

Metro Vancouver's corporate GHG emissions from contracted services are primarily related to hauling of 
solid waste, biosolids, and residual material from corporate facilities to final disposal or use sites, such as 
landfills, beneficial use sites, or biofuel facilities.  
 
Metro Vancouver reports its contracted emissions in accordance with reporting guidance provided by the 
joint Provincial-UBCM Green Communities Committee’s Workbooks and Guidebook. The “Guidance on 
Including Contracted Emissions in Local Government Corporate Inventories” describes what contracts 
should be included in corporate inventories, what emissions data needs to be collected, and the steps 
that a local government can undertake to achieve this. It directs local governments to report emissions 
from new contracts and upon renewal of existing contracts.  
 
Metro Vancouver's waste management approach is to reduce the generation of waste, and to pursue 
opportunities for resource recovery and the beneficial reuse of waste. Programs supported or 
implemented by Metro Vancouver and its partners to reduce, reuse, and recycle waste (including organics 
diversion from households and businesses) marks a shift from thinking about the waste as an end product 
toward seeing waste as a potential resource. Metro Vancouver will continue to pursue approaches and 
technologies to reduce GHG emissions and promote opportunities for the replacement of fossil fuels.  
 
In 2019, Metro Vancouver continued to improve tracking and reporting accuracy for contracted 

emissions.  The increase in total reported contracted emissions in 2019 is due to: 

 improved tracking and reporting of fuel consumption data by Metro Vancouver’s contractors; 

 new contracts for organics hauling which began throughout 2018, resulting in 2019 being the first 

year when a full year of fuel consumption was captured in Metro Vancouver’s emissions 

calculations; and 

 an increase in hauling activity. 
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