
Issues Response Table 
Proposed Open Burning Emission Regulation 

Phase 2 of Engagement – 2021-2022 
 

Theme  Issue Topic Comment Source Questions/Issues/Concerns Response 

Proposed Emission 
Regulation Requirements 

Burn Time 
Restrictions  

Richmond Fire 
Department (2); 
Webinar (4); 
Feedback (2) 

Information requested 
about how often open 
burning can be conducted 
and whether burn bans will 
be included in the 
proposed bylaw. 

Metro Vancouver’s proposed 
emission regulation aligns with 
the requirements of the BC Open 
Burning Smoke Control Regulation 
on when and how often open 
burning can be conducted, as well 
as the circumstances under which 
open burning can be temporarily 
prohibited. 

Maple Ridge Fire 
Department (1); 
Richmond Food 
Security and 
Agricultural Advisory 
Committee (2) 

Concerns about 
requirements for start and 
finish times of burning, 
which should be considered 
more flexibly by 
considering local factors 
such as wind direction, 
temperature, and tides. 

The proposed start and finish 
times are consistent with BC Open 
Burning Smoke Control 
Regulation. For open burning that 
does not meet the requirements 
and conditions of the proposed 
emission regulation, an approval 
could be sought. 

Richmond Food 
Security and 
Agricultural Advisory 
Committee (2); Delta 
Fire Department (2) 

Concerns from farmers that 
burn restrictions and lack of 
days to burn could create 
other hazards.  

Comment noted. Metro 
Vancouver’s proposed emission 
regulation aligns with the 
requirements of the BC Open 
Burning Smoke Control 
Regulation. It aims to protect 
public health from harmful air 
emissions by defining the 
requirements and conditions for 
open burning to occur.  The 
emission regulation offers 
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flexibility for special 
circumstances faced by 
agriculture. 

Feedback form (2) Current approval process is 
challenging and there are 
limited opportunities to 
burn. 

Comment noted. The proposed 
emission regulation was designed 
to simplify the process. 

Restrictions on 
Materials 

Webinar (1); 
Feedback (1) 

Information requested 
about how many open 
burns are conducted to 
deal with diseased 
vegetative debris. 

Based on information from fire 
departments, Metro Vancouver 
estimates that there could be over 
1000 open burns of various sizes 
conducted each year across the 
region, but has limited data on the 
number that are burning diseased 
vegetative debris. Metro 
Vancouver has authorized 
emissions from the disposal of 
diseased vegetative debris by 
open burning through the 
approval process on at least one 
occasion since 2020.  

Feedback form (3) Interest in what constitutes 
salt-laden wood and why 
restrictions on open 
burning salt-laden wood 
have been proposed. 

Salt-laden wood is the wood that 
has been soaked in saline and 
brackish water. Salt –laden wood 
can produce toxic substances 
during burning. 

Low Fraser Valley Air 
Quality Coordinating 
Committee (2); 
Richmond Food 
Security Agricultural 

Support for limiting the size 
and number of piles 
covered by the proposed 
emission regulation. 

Support noted 
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Advisory Committee 
(2); Water Access 
Properties (1) 

Surrey Fire 
Department (1); 
Water access 
properties (4); 
Feedback form (1) 

Some support but more 
concern about prohibition 
on burning salt-laden 
wood, particularly storm-
related debris. 

Partial support noted. Salt-laden 
wood can produce toxic 
substances that are harmful to 
health, and alternative waste 
management measures should be 
used wherever possible. There are 
exemptions for water access 
properties burning debris for 
wildfire risk prevention. 

Township of Langley 
Fire Department (1); 
Bowen Island Bylaw 
Department (1); 
Richmond Food 
Security and 
Agricultural Advisory 
Committee (1) 

Clarifications requested 
about proposed restrictions 
related to size of materials 
allowed to be burned, 
including stumps.   

The proposed emission regulation 
does not limit the size of material 
allowed to be burned when 
proximity requirements can be 
met. In locations in proximity to 
sensitive receptors, proposed 
restrictions on the size of 
materials are intended to reduce 
the impacts of emissions. 

Delta Farmers 
Institute (1) 

It is impractical for farmers 
to move vegetative debris 
onto their own land.  

Metro Vancouver’s proposed 
emission regulation requires 
vegetative debris to be burned on 
the parcel from which it 
originated. The parcel does not 
have to be owned by a person 
conducting open burning. 
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Ministry of 
Environment and 
Climate Change 
Strategy (1); Resident 
(1); Richmond Food 
Security and 
Agricultural Advisory 
Committee (1) 

Interest in how to measure 
moisture content and 
feedback that using the 
length of time vegetative 
debris is piled can be a 
more practical indicator 
that material is seasoned 
than using a moisture 
meter. 

Moisture content of vegetative 
debris is proposed to be 
determined by direct 
measurement of moisture content 
of 30% or less, having been piled 
for a period of at least four 
months, or having originated from 
standing dead timber. 

Richmond Fire 
Department (1) 

Seeking clarification if burn 
clusters are permitted.  

Metro Vancouver’s proposed 
emission regulation proposes to 
allow up to two piles of vegetative 
debris to be open burned at a 
time.  

Scope of Proposed 
Emission 

Regulation 

Ministry of 
Environment and 
Climate Change 
Strategy (1); Sasamat 
Fire Department (1); 
Feedback form (2) 

Interest in jurisdictional 
scope of proposed emission 
regulation, and suggestions 
to consider different 
requirements in rural and 
urban areas. 

Metro Vancouver has authority 
under the BC Environmental 
Management Act to manage air 
quality and control pollution in 
the Metro Vancouver region. The 
proposed Metro Vancouver 
emission regulation uses more 
stringent requirements in 
proximity to neighbouring 
properties to protect from the 
impacts of smoke. To keep the 
requirements as simple as 
possible, further distinction has 
not been made between rural and 
urban areas in the proposed 
emission regulation. 
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BC Ministry of 
Environment and 
Climate Change 
Strategy (2); 
Feedback form (2); 
West Vancouver Fire 
Department (1); Delta 
Fire Department (2); 
Richmond Fire 
Department (1); 
Vancouver Coastal 
Health (1); Fraser 
Health Authority (1) 

Regulate more strictly than 
provincial Open Burning 
Smoke Control Regulation, 
particularly in populated 
areas, to reduce population 
exposure. Consider 
disincentivizing open 
burning by increasing fees. 

Comment noted. Guiding 
principles in the development of 
the proposed emission regulation 
included minimizing the risk to 
public health and recovering 
regulatory program costs in an 
effective, fair, and efficient 
manner. The proposed emission 
regulation is stricter than OBSCR 
in proximity to sensitive 
receptors, except for some special 
circumstances when burning is 
necessary. 

Maple Ridge Fire 
Department (1); 
Resident (3); 
Feedback form (8); 
social media (2) 

Prohibit open burning. Comment noted. Metro 
Vancouver aims to minimize the 
risk to public health and the 
environment, while ensuring 
smoke emissions are controlled 
when open burning is necessary. 

Metro Vancouver 
Agriculture Advisory 
Committee (1); Pitt 
Meadows Agricultural 
Advisory Committee 
(1); Maple Ridge 
Agricultural Advisory 
Committee (1) 

Prohibiting open burning 
may be simpler than 
introducing an emission 
regulation with many 
restrictions that make it 
very difficult to burn. 

Comment noted. Metro 
Vancouver aims to achieve a 
balance between controlling 
smoke emissions when open 
burning is necessary and reducing 
risk to public health and the 
environment. 

Metro Vancouver 
Agricultural Advisory 
Committee (1) 

Interest in considerations 
for managing invasive 
species. 

Metro Vancouver publishes best 
practices on the management of 
invasive species. Requirements in 
the proposed emission regulation 
would apply to open burning 
conducted for invasive species 
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management. Some exemptions 
are proposed for burning for 
drainage ditch maintenance, 
which often involves invasive 
species. 

Richmond Food 
Security and 
Agricultural Advisory 
Committee (2); 
Ministry of 
Agriculture, Food and 
Fisheries (3); 
Feedback form (3); 
Bowen Island Bylaw 
Department (1) 

Proposed requirements 
involving qualified 
professionals and district 
director approval for 
managing diseased 
vegetative debris would be 
stricter than the provincial 
Open Burning Smoke 
Control Regulation. 
Exemptions in alignment 
with provincial Open 
Burning Smoke Control 
Regulation requested. 

Metro Vancouver’s proposed 
emission regulation aligns with 
the requirements of the BC Open 
Burning Smoke Control Regulation 
on the requirement for 
verification of diseased vegetative 
debris by a professional. 
Registration will not be required, 
and open burning may be 
conducted closer to nearby 
properties and under less 
stringent ventilation index 
conditions. 

Delta Farmers 
Institute (1); 
Feedback form (18); 
Resident (1); Fire 
Department (1) 

Interest in requirements for 
campfires, with more 
support for exempting 
them from the proposed 
emission regulation than 
for prohibiting them in high 
fire risk areas and public 
beaches. 

Campfires smaller than 0.6 m in 
height and 0.75 m for the largest 
horizontal dimension are 
proposed to be exempt from the 
emission regulation, except the 
prohibition on burning salt-laden 
wood. 

Township of Langley 
Fire Department (1); 
Township of Langley 
staff (1); Water 
access properties 
(13); Feedback form 
(11); Social media (1) 

Challenges are faced by 
rural properties without 
curbside pickup of green 
waste to clean up debris 
from storms, remove 
invasive species, and 
mitigate wildfire risk. 

The proposed emission regulation 
specifically addresses open 
burning for special cases, such as 
wildfire risk mitigation, diseased 
vegetative debris, and flood 
prevention. The proposed 
emission regulation also identifies 
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conditions for open burning when 
no other options except open 
burning are available for removal 
of vegetative debris, such as drop-
off depots, curbside pickup of 
green waste, or on-site 
alternatives to burning.   

Feedback form (2) Interest in the differences 
between different types of 
small sized burns: 
campfires, garden refuse 
burning, and bonfires. 

Campfire are open fires that burn 
wood in one pile not exceeding 60 
centimetres high and 75 
centimetres wide, and are 
proposed to be exempt from the 
emission regulation, except the 
prohibition on burning salt-laden 
wood.  
Open burning of vegetative debris 
in up to two piles, up to 2 metres 
in height and 3 metres in width, 
falls within the scope of the 
proposed emission regulation. 

Proposed 
Notification 

Requirements 

Webinar (4); 
Feedback (3); Fire 
department (1); 
Municipal staff (3); 
Agricultural advisory 
committees (5); 
Ministry of 
Environment and 
Climate Change 
Strategy (2); Water 
access properties (3); 
Resident (1); 
Feedback form (5); 

Notifying neighbours 
presents challenges, 
including how a neighbour 
would be defined, and 
suggestions to improve 
practicality using online 
methods and longer 
notification periods. Some 
support for notification 
requirement. 

Based on feedback, staff have 
included a wide range of practical 
notification methods in the 
proposed emission regulation to 
allow flexibility in meeting this 
requirement. The proposed 
emission regulation defines the 
minimum period required for 
notification, balanced against the 
requirement for open burning to 
only proceed on a given day if 
ventilation index conditions for 
that day allow. 



Theme  Issue Topic Comment Source Questions/Issues/Concerns Response 
Vancouver Coastal 
Health (1); Ministry of 
Agriculture, Food and 
Fisheries (1) 

Vancouver Coastal 
Health (1)) 

Recommendation to create 
a fact sheet to improve 
understanding of health 
impacts of smoke exposure. 

Comment noted. Metro 
Vancouver will share information 
about health impacts of smoke 
exposure, which people 
conducting open burning could 
share if notifying neighbours in 
writing. 

Minimum 
Distance 

Requirements 

Webinar 1 Feedback 
(1); Feedback form 
(2); Lower Fraser 
Valley Air Quality 
Coordinating 
Committee (1); 
Vancouver Coastal 
Health (1); Ministry of 
Environment and 
Climate Change 
Strategy (1); Resident 
(1) 

Proposed minimum 
distances from sensitive 
receptors and definitions of 
sensitive receptors are not 
protective enough, with 
recommendation to include 
residences in the sensitive 
receptor category. 

The proposed requirements 
balance the need to protect 
health from the impacts of smoke 
and the need for some open 
burning to occur. Restrictions on 
the amount and size of material 
being open burned are more 
stringent than in OBSCR, to 
enhance health protection. 

Webinar (2); 
Feedback (1); 
Feedback form (1) 

Suggestion to allow those 
who live near hospitals and 
schools to be allowed to 
burn on other people’s 
property, or to relax 

Metro Vancouver regulates the 
disposal of material at locations 
that receive material from other 
properties. Programs for children 
may be run in schools at times 
other than standard school hours.  
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minimum distances when 
school is not in session.  

Fire departments (2); 
Municipal staff (1); 
resident (1); 
Feedback form (4); 
Ministry of 
Agriculture, Food and 
Fisheries (1) 

Meeting minimum distance 
requirements will be 
challenging for a wide 
range of properties. Less 
stringent requirements 
related to seasoning and 
neighbour notification 
should be considered for 
farms in proximity to 
receptors. 

The BC Open Burning Smoke 
Control Regulation defines the 
minimum requirements and 
conditions for open burning in a 
High Smoke Sensitivity Zone such 
as the Metro Vancouver region. 
Metro Vancouver is proposing 
some more stringent requirement 
and conditions to address the 
health risks associated with higher 
population density.  Some 
exemptions to seasoning and 
neighbour notification are 
proposed for special 
circumstances that require 
burning. 

Delta Agricultural 
Advisory Committee 
(1) 

The distance people are 
allowed to move material 
to be burned should be less 
than the proposed 5 km. 

The proposed emission regulation 
would only allow vegetative 
debris to be burned within a 
parcel of land on which the 
vegetative debris has originated. 
This means that the distance 
material can be moved is 
expected to be less than 5 km in 
many cases. 

Feedback form (1) Minimum distance 
requirements do not take 

The main purpose of the proposed 
emission regulation is to protect 
public health from air 
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into account burn safety 
near forests. 

contaminants under the 
delegated authority for the 
control of air contaminants Metro 
Vancouver has under the 
Environmental Management Act.  
There are some allowances for 
burning for wildfire risk 
prevention, particularly where 
there is essentially no access to 
alternatives to burning. 

Record Keeping 

Maple Ridge Fire 
Department (1); 
Resident (3); Water 
access properties (2) 

Interest in proposed record 
keeping requirements, 
including the level of detail 
required, whether 
submission will be required 
and could be online, and 
some support for keeping 
them for longer. 

The proposed emission regulation 
describes the information that will 
need to be kept as a record. A 
template for record keeping will 
be created by Metro Vancouver to 
assist with record keeping. 

Seasonal/Weather 
Restrictions  

Lower Fraser Valley 
Air Quality 
Coordinating 
Committee (2); 
Vancouver Coastal 
Health (1); Fraser 
Health Authority (1); 
Feedback form (5); 
Water access 
properties (2) 

Consideration of localized 
conditions, such as wind 
direction, wind speed, 
topography, should be 
incorporated, particularly 
when meeting minimum 
distance requirements 
would be challenging. 
 
 

The proposed emission regulation 
describes the requirements and 
conditions that are generally 
applicable. It was not possible to 
account for localized variability in 
an emission regulation for a 
region with complex topography 
such as Metro Vancouver. 
Authorization through an approval 
will still be possible when the 
requirements and conditions of 
the proposed emission regulation 
cannot be met.     
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Water Access 
Properties (3) 

People burning in more 
remote locations are 
unable to access the Metro 
Vancouver Open Burning 
Advisory or ventilation 
index forecast. 

The BC Open Burning Smoke 
Control Regulation defines the 
minimum requirements and 
conditions for open burning in a 
High Smoke Sensitivity Zone such 
as the Metro Vancouver region. 
Some exemptions from the 
requirement have been included 
for material that has a diameter 
less than 10 cm. 

Site Registration  

Resident (2); Water 
access properties (2); 
Feedback form (19) 

Proposed fees are too high. 
Alternatives, such as adding 
fees to property taxes 
according to acreage and 
exemptions for farms 
should be considered. 

Metro Vancouver assesses fees to 
recover the costs of administering 
an emission regulation. The 
proposed fees are generally 
reduced compared to the fee for 
an approval and the fees initially 
proposed during engagement on 
the emission regulation. 
Registration will be valid for 12 
months without further 
application, unlike the current 
approval process that typically 
limits open burning to a specified 
interval of time. 

Maple Ridge Fire 
Department (1); 
Webinar (1); Fire 
department (3); 
Agricultural advisory 
committee (1); 
Feedback form (6) 

Interest in why registration 
is required to burn on your 
own  property, whether 
further applications are 
required once a property is 
registered, and reducing 
barriers by simplifying the 
process for fulfilling 

Metro Vancouver has delegated 
authority to control the emission 
of air contaminants. Metro 
Vancouver has historically heard 
feedback that the current process 
of applying for an approval to 
authorize open burning is time 
consuming and costly. An 
emission regulation was proposed 
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registration and dispersion 
conditions requirements. 

to simplify the process. Under the 
proposed emission regulation, no 
further application would be 
required in the period of 12 
months for which a property is 
registered. 

Water Access 
Properties (1) 

Interest in difference 
between registration for 
commercial and residential 
open burning. 

There is no longer a difference in 
registration for commercial and 
residential properties within the 
scope of this proposed emission 
regulation. The registration fee is 
lower for residential open burning 
than was initially proposed during 
engagement. 

Bowen Island Fire 
Department and 
Bylaw (2); Delta Fire 
Department (1); 
Richmond Food 
Security and 
Agricultural Advisory 
Committee (1); 
Feedback form (5) 

Interest in reducing barriers 
to burn, including making 
registration easier, 
simplifying fee structure, 
and automatically notifying 
applicants of good days for 
burning. 

Comments noted. The proposed 
emission regulation is intended to 
simplify the process of authorizing 
emissions from open burning 
when defined conditions and 
requirements can be met. 
However, requirements and 
conditions cannot be less 
stringent than the BC Open 
Burning Smoke Control 
Regulation. 

Richmond Fire 
Department (1) 

Support for registration 
requirements. 

Support noted 
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Emission Control 
Technology 

Low Fraser Valley Air 
Quality Coordinating 
Committee (1) 

Support for air curtain 
technology, forced air, or 
devices that reflect heat to 
the pile.  

Comment noted. Requirements 
when using air curtain technology 
have been included in the 
proposed emission regulation, 
and make it more advantageous 
to use such emission-reducing 
technology. 

Exemptions  

Water access 
properties (11); 
Feedback (1); 
feedback form (12); 
Bowen Island Fire 
Department and 
Bylaw (1) 

Requests and questions 
about various exemptions 
from the proposed 
emission regulation, e.g. 
bonfires, water access 
properties, municipal 
governments, or for farms.  

The BC Open Burning Smoke 
Control Regulation defines the 
minimum requirements and 
conditions for open burning in a 
High Smoke Sensitivity Zone such 
as the Metro Vancouver region. 
Metro Vancouver’s proposed 
requirements must be at least as 
stringent as the provincial 
regulation. Some exemptions are 
proposed for special 
circumstances. 

Feedback form (3); 
Ministry of 
Agriculture, Food and 
Fisheries (2) 

Alignment with the 
provincial Open Burning 
Smoke Control Regulation's 
exemptions would reduce 
burdens for farmers.  

Metro Vancouver is proposing 
some more stringent 
requirements and conditions than 
in the BC Open Burning Smoke 
Control Regulation to address the 
health risks associated with higher 
population than other parts of the 
province. 

 Designated 
Professionals 

Webinar (3); 
Feedback (1) 

Include International 
Society of Arboriculture on 
list of certified 
professionals. 

Comment noted. Professionals 
certified by the International 
Society of Arboriculture are not 
included in the BC Open Burning 
Smoke Control Regulation. Metro 
Vancouver has aligned with the BC 
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Open Burning Smoke Control 
Regulation on designated 
professionals.  

Sectoral Concerns  

Richmond Food 
Security and 
Agricultural Advisory 
Committee (2); Delta 
Farmers Institute (1); 
Pitt Meadows 
Agricultural Advisory 
Committee (2); 
Feedback form (6) 

Proposed measures create 
a significant barrier for 
farmers to be effective and 
financially viable. 

The proposed emission regulation 
will not change the level of 
regulation for farmers. It offers a 
simpler and more streamlined 
process than seeking 
authorization under an approval. 
Some exemptions are proposed 
for special circumstances where 
burning is necessary. 

Legal Framework 
Provincial and 

Municipal 
 

Webinar (1); 
Feedback (1) 

Interest in information 
about coordination of 
proposed emission 
regulation with provincial 
fire bans. 

Metro Vancouver’s authority is to 
manage air quality and control 
pollution, not fire safety.  

Webinar (3); 
Feedback (1); West 
Vancouver Fire 
Department (3); Pitt 
Meadows Agricultural 
Advisory Committee 
(2); Feedback form 
(5); Richmond Fire 
Department (2); 
Township of Langley 
Agricultural Advisory 
and Economic 
Enhancement 
Committee (1); Water 
access properties (1); 
Maple Ridge Fire 

Interest in coordinating 
between proposed 
emission regulation and 
requirements and 
municipal permit processes 
and requirements. 

Comment noted. Metro 
Vancouver has had discussions 
with municipal staff and fire 
departments to understand and 
address any conflicts between the 
proposed emission regulation and 
municipal permit processes and 
requirements. 
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Department (2); 
Farmer (1) 

Water access 
properties (1); Pitt 
Meadows Farmer (1) 

Interest in how 
requirements and 
exemption in the provincial 
Open Burning Smoke 
Control Regulation 
compare to the proposed 
emission regulation. 

Metro Vancouver’s proposed 
emission regulation is generally 
consistent with the provincial 
OBSCR. Some more stringent 
conditions have been included 
that reflect the need for greater 
protection from the effects of 
smoke since the region is 
relatively densely populated. 

Municipal staff (1); 
Water access 
properties (1) 

Interest in provincial 
designation of smoke 
sensitivity zone. 

The Metro Vancouver region is 
designated a High Smoke 
Sensitivity Zone by the province. 
Requirements included in the 
proposed emission regulation 
generally reflect the requirements 
for open burning in High Smoke 
Sensitivity Zones. 

Aldergrove Resident 
(1); Farmer (1); 
Feedback form (9); 
Social media (1)); 
Water access 
properties (9) 

A regional regulation is 
unnecessary since a burn 
permit from a local fire 
department and provincial 
regulations are sufficient to 
regulate air quality.  

Metro Vancouver has authority 
under the BC Environmental 
Management Act to manage air 
quality and control pollution in 
the region. The proposed 
emission regulation complements 
municipal and fire department 
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permit requirements related to 
fire safety. 

Metro 
Vancouver’s Air 

Quality 
Management 

Bylaw 

Surrey Fire 
Department (1) 

Interest in how the 
proposed emission 
regulation relates to the 
Metro Vancouver Air 
Quality Management Bylaw 
(Bylaw 1082) 

The Metro Vancouver Air Quality 
Management Bylaw prohibits the 
disposal of waste, including 
vegetative debris, by incineration 
or burning unless the discharge of 
air contaminants is conducted in 
accordance with the terms and 
conditions of an emission 
regulation or a valid permit, 
approval, or order. 

Clarification  

Richmond Food 
Security and 
Agricultural Advisory 
Committee (1) 

Interest in changing 
activation of approval 
validity to start on date of 
first burn under the 
approval. 

Metro Vancouver’s proposed 
emission regulation would provide 
an alternative to approvals for 
most open burning conducted in 
the region. The proposed 
registration approach would allow 
open burning in a 12 month 
window after registration when 
conditions and requirements 
within the emission regulation are 
met.  

Enforcement & 
Compliance 

Surrey Fire 
Department (3); 
Richmond Fire 
Department (1); 
Sasamat Volunteer 
Fire Department (1), 
Bowen Island Fire 

Enforcement and dealing 
with complaints are 
challenging. Work on 
communication protocols 
between Metro Vancouver 
and fire departments about 
enforcement 

Comment noted. Metro 
Vancouver will explore the 
suggestions for a collaborative 
approach to enforcement with 
member jurisdictions. 
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Department & Bylaw 
(2), Maple Ridge Fire 
Department (1); 
Feedback form (1); 
Township of Langley 
Fire Department (1) 

responsibilities and 
relevant regional bylaws 
would be helpful. 

Communications 

Notification  

Richmond Fire 
Department (1) 

Request for notification 
when dispersion conditions 
allow burning. 

Comment noted. Metro 
Vancouver communicates when 
dispersion conditions allow 
burning. Staff are considering 
ways to expand accessibility. 

Communications 

Surrey Fire 
Department (1) 

Concern that early media 
attention is causing further 
public confusion. 

Comment noted. Metro 
Vancouver is committed to 
engaging with interested and 
affected parties when proposing 
regulatory changes. The 
engagement plan and supporting 
documents created for this 
project allow staff to provide clear 
information about proposals.  

Farmer (1) Interest in MV 
presentations to include 
more details, including 
information on incentives 
for alternatives, 
quantitative impacts of the 
contribution of OAB to 
regional air quality.  

Comment noted. There is a  
parallel initiative to identify 
barriers to alternatives to open 
burning for the management of 
vegetative debris as well as 
potential solutions to incentivizing 
their use. This work is being 
reported on <Preventing Smoke 
Emissions from Agricultural Waste 
Management 
(metrovancouver.org)>. A second 
piece of work, the creation of a 

http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/air-quality/sustainability-innovation-program/preventing-smoke-emissions-from-agricultural-waste-management
http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/air-quality/sustainability-innovation-program/preventing-smoke-emissions-from-agricultural-waste-management
http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/air-quality/sustainability-innovation-program/preventing-smoke-emissions-from-agricultural-waste-management
http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/air-quality/sustainability-innovation-program/preventing-smoke-emissions-from-agricultural-waste-management
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guide to alternatives, is currently 
in preparation.  

West Vancouver Fire 
Department (1) 

Support for webinars as an 
opportunity for residents to 
learn about open air 
burning impacts.  

 Support noted. Metro Vancouver 
will continue to conduct outreach 
on open burning. 

Delta Fire 
Department (1); 
Bowen Island Fire 
Department & Bylaw 
(1) 

Interest from municipal fire 
departments and 
municipalities in supporting 
with outreach and 
communications via social 
media. 

Comment noted. Metro 
Vancouver is open to exploring 
effective mechanisms to share 
information about open burning 
with member jurisdictions. 

Maple Ridge Fire 
Department (1) 

Suggestion to include a 
map of MV that indicates 
the areas burning will be 
restricted.  

Metro Vancouver will provide 
guidance on the minimum 
distance that must be maintained 
between open burning and 
neighbouring properties. It will be 
the responsibility of every person 
open burning to confirm that the 
location of their open burning is 
not within the minimum distances 
specified in the proposed 
emission regulation for the 
defined receptors.  

Richmond Fire 
Department (1) 

Be more concise by using 
fire category numbers. 

Comment noted. Descriptions are 
used to provide clarity for people 
who open burn but are unfamiliar 
with fire category numbers. 

Feedback form (2)  Concern that Table 1 in the 
Open Burning Discussion 
Paper is inconsistent with 

Comment noted. Exemptions 
from most emission regulation 
requirements are proposed for 
campfires, which are defined as 
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the feedback form 
regarding size exemptions.  

fires not exceeding 0.6 m in height 
and 0.75 m in width. 

Engagement 
Process 

Maple Ridge Fire 
Department (1); 
Bowen Island Fire 
Department & Bylaw 
(1); Municipal staff (1) 

Seeking information on 
timeline for proposed 
emission regulation 
adoption. 

Staff anticipate presenting a 
proposed emission regulation to 
the MVRD Board for consideration 
before the end of 2022. 

Water access 
properties (1); Delta 
Agricultural Advisory 
Committee (1) 

Concern with authenticity 
of consultation process and 
level of influence input will 
have on proposed 
regulation. 

Comment noted. Metro 
Vancouver is committed to 
transparency in engagement 
processes and identified the 
methods and objectives of the 
engagement in accordance with 
the Metro Vancouver Board policy 
on public engagement. 

Water access 
properties (1); 
Ministry of 
Agriculture, Food and 
Fisheries (1) 

Interest and support for 
extended time to provide 
feedback. 

Metro Vancouver extended the 
deadline for feedback to February 
1, 2022. 

Village of Belcarra (1) Information requested 
about webinar invitation 
list. 

Invitations to webinars were sent 
to mailing lists comprising parties 
identified as interested or 
potentially affected by the 
proposals. 

Richmond Fire 
Department (1) 

 Information requested 
about engagement 
numbers. 
 

Metro Vancouver staff 
participated in 24 meetings and 
three webinars during this 
engagement process. 

Feedback form (1) Concern the survey 
questions are difficult to 

Comment noted. The feedback 
form was intended to be 
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answer without details of 
the requirements.  

completed with reference to the 
discussion paper. The discussion 
paper, other information about 
the initiative, and a link to the 
feedback form were provided on 
the project web page. 

Audiences & 
Experts 

West Vancouver Fire 
Department (1); 
Webinar (3); 
Feedback (1); 
Ministry of 
Agriculture, Food and 
Fisheries (1); 
Feedback form (1) 

Information about 
additional potential 
interested parties, 
education opportunities, 
and increased participation 
provided and requested. 

Information about engagement 
was sent to additional parties, and 
additional meetings were 
organized to provide more 
opportunities for feedback.  

Implementation  

Municipal staff (2); 
Township of Langley 
Agricultural Advisory 
and Economic 
Enhancement 
Committee (2) 

Interest in more education 
and outreach about the 
proposed changes to 
authorization for emissions 
from open burns. 

Metro Vancouver created a 
webpage containing information 
about the proposed emission 
regulation as well as related 
reference material. Links to this 
information were provided in 
social media outreach, emails, 
postcard mail outs, and in 
response to enquiries. 

Feedback form (1) Suggestion to list current 
burns, locations, dates and 
timing for the public to 
check air quality.  

Comment noted. The current 
approval process results in 
information being posted on 
Metro Vancouver’s website. The 
feasibility for providing the same 
information for open burning 
under the proposed regulation 
will be considered. Information 
about air quality can be found 
online at airmap.ca. 



Theme  Issue Topic Comment Source Questions/Issues/Concerns Response 
Feedback form (3) Priority should be on more 

education and outreach 
about safe burning than on 
regulation and 
enforcement. 

Metro Vancouver’s authority is to 
manage air emissions for the 
protection of human health and 
the environment. Fire safety 
matters are typically addressed by 
municipal bylaws and fire 
departments. Compliance with 
Metro Vancouver bylaws is 
promoted through a spectrum of 
action. Prevention of non-
compliance through education 
can be the first step on the 
spectrum. 

Miscellaneous/Rationale 

Metro 
Vancouver’s 

Authority 

Feedback form (3) Comments that Metro 
Vancouver is over-
governing and over-
regulating. 

The discharge of air contaminants 
from the burning of waste is 
prohibited under Bylaw 1082 
without authorization. Metro 
Vancouver currently authorizes 
emissions from open burning 
through site-specific, time-limited 
approvals. The proposed emission 
regulation offers efficiencies and a 
simpler process to authorize 
emissions. 

Use of Fees  

Delta Fire 
Department (1); 
Feedback form (3) 

Interest in how the fees will 
be used. 

Fees allow Metro Vancouver to 
recover the costs of administering 
our regulatory program, including 
emission regulations. 
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Alternative 
Disposal Methods  

Municipal staff (1); 
Delta Farmers 
Institute (1); 
Feedback form (11); 
Social media (3); 
(Bowen Island Fire 
Department & Bylaw 
(1); Delta Fire 
Department (1);  
Metro Vancouver 
Agricultural Advisory 
Committee (1); 
Webinar (2); 
Feedback (1); Water 
access properties (1); 
Township of Langley 
Agricultural Advisory 
and Economic 
Enhancement 
Committee (1) 

Interest in promoting 
opportunities, educating 
and improving access to 
alternatives to open 
burning, including the use 
of incentives. 

Comment noted. Metro 
Vancouver has investigated the 
benefits and barriers to using 
alternatives to open-air burning 
for managing agricultural 
vegetative debris in the region. A 
guide to complement this work is 
currently in preparation.   

Richmond Food 
Security and 
Agricultural Advisory 
Committee (4); 
Sasamat Volunteer 
Fire Department (1); 
Water access 
properties (5); 
Feedback form (6); 
Ministry of 
Agriculture, Food and 
Fisheries (3) 

 Challenges with 
alternatives in some 
circumstance, such as 
trying to chip roots, and for 
locations without green 
waste collection of practical 
access to waste transfer 
sites. 

Metro Vancouver has explored 
practical alternatives to open-air 
burning for managing agricultural 
vegetative debris in the region. A 
guide outlining alternatives for 
different types of crops, including 
informational resources, is 
currently in preparation.   
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Webinar 3 Feedback 
(2); BC Biochar (2); 
Feedback form (3) 

Interest in harvesting wood 
and stumps for bioenergy 
and biochar.  

 Comment noted. The proposed 
regulation would apply to open 
burning of any vegetative debris. 
 

Municipal staff (1); 
Water access 
properties (2); 
Richmond Food 
Security and 
Agricultural Advisory 
Committee (1); 
Feedback form (1); 
Social media (1) 

Concern about the 
environmental impacts and 
sustainability of 
alternatives that use fossil 
fuels, such as waste 
transportation and running 
chippers. 

Metro Vancouver has published 
an analysis comparing emissions 
from open burning to emissions 
from alternatives methods of 
managing agricultural vegetative 
debris. The results indicate that 
open burning is generally 
associated with the highest 
emissions. 

Ministry of 
Agriculture, Food and 
Fisheries (4); Ministry 
of Environment and 
Climate Change 
Strategy (1); 
Richmond Food 
Security and 
Agricultural Advisory 
Committee (1); Delta 
Farmers Institute (1); 
Feedback form (1) 

 Alternatives may be cost 
prohibitive for farmers. 
Allocate regulatory costs to 
making alternatives to 
open burning more viable. 

Comment noted. Metro 
Vancouver, as a local government 
body, may only provide assistance 
to an industrial, commercial, or 
business undertaking according to 
limited circumstances defined in 
the Local Government Act. 
However, Metro Vancouver has 
explored practical alternatives to 
open-air burning for managing 
agricultural vegetative debris in 
the region, and is developing a 
practical guide to support 
farmers. 

Fire Safety 

Water access 
properties (9) 

Fire risk management is a 
high priority for water 
access only properties. 
Extensive measures, which 
include open burning when 
it is safe to do so, have 

Comment noted. The proposed 
emission regulation includes 
conditions for open burning to 
manage community wildfire risk. 
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been put in place in some 
communities to control 
risk. 

Bowen Island Fire 
Department & Bylaw 
(1) 

Interest in processing times 
for approvals. 

Approval processing is typically 
complete within one to two 
months of the application being 
submitted. 

Air Quality 
Concerns 

Webinar (3); 
Feedback (1); Delta 
Agricultural Advisory 
Committee (1); Social 
media (1) 

Interest in information 
comparing the health 
effects of wildfire smoke as 
well as the control of 
smoke related to the 
prevention or reduction in 
lung disease in humans 
with wildlife. 

Metro Vancouver works with 
health agencies to understand the 
impacts on health of air 
contaminants. The BC Lung 
Foundation has published 
information about wildfire smoke, 
wood smoke, and their effects on 
health on its website. 

Delta Agricultural 
Advisory Committee 
(1) 

Concern around the health 
effects from cannabis and 
compositing.  

Metro Vancouver has authority 
under the BC Environmental 
Management Act to manage air 
quality and control pollution in 
the region. Authorization of 
emissions is done through a 
system of permits, approvals, 
orders and emission regulations. 
Health and environmental impacts 
can be taken into consideration as 
these are developed. 

Feedback form (1) Concern about pollution 
from wood burning stoves. 

The Metro Vancouver Regional 
District Board adopted an 
emission regulation in 2020 to 
control emissions from residential 
indoor wood burning. 
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Air Curtain 
Technology  

City of Surrey 
Agriculture, 
Environment and 
Investment Advisory 
Committee (1); 
Township of Langley 
Agricultural Advisory 
and Economic 
Enhancement 
Committee (1); 
Feedback form (2); 
Richmond Food 
Security and 
Agricultural Advisory 
Committee (1) 

 Interest in what an air 
curtain burner is, whether 
such equipment is available 
in the region. 

An air curtain incinerator is a 
piece of equipment that allows 
the contained burning of 
vegetative debris under a 
controlled flow of air. A Metro 
Vancouver initiative to provide 
more information about 
alternatives to open burning will 
include local contacts for air 
curtain burners, and information 
is available on the Metro 
Vancouver website for open 
burning approvals. 

Clarification  

City of Surrey 
Agriculture, 
Environment and 
Investment Advisory 
Committee (1) 

Interest in a framework for 
incinerating animal 
carcasses. 

Comment noted. The scope of this 
proposed emission regulation is 
open burning of vegetative debris. 
Burning of other waste can be 
authorized through a site-specific 
permit or approval. 
 

Feedback form (1) Seeking information on 
liability insurance for fires. 

Metro Vancouver does not 
provide insurance. Insurance 
companies, brokers, or agents 
may be able to provide 
information. 

 


