
Metro Vancouver is developing an approach to 
significantly reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions 
from large buildings. Large buildings are defined as 
those over 2,322 square metres (25,000 square feet) and 
include residential, commercial, office, and institutional 
buildings across the region.

Background

Buildings are the second highest source of greenhouse 
gas (GHG) emissions in Metro Vancouver, contributing 
approximately 25% of the region’s total GHG emissions. 
Proven technologies are widely available to change 
the way we heat space and water in buildings. These 
technologies can reduce or eliminate GHG and other 
health-harming emissions. 

Metro Vancouver’s Clean Air Plan, includes a range of 
actions to achieve regional carbon neutrality by 2050. In 
the interim, the target is to reduce GHG emissions from 
buildings by 35% below 2010 levels by 2030. Managing 
emissions from large buildings will be important in 
achieving this target.  

Metro Vancouver staff are currently engaging with 
affected and interested audiences to shape an approach 
to reducing GHG emissions from large buildings. 

This document summarizes the Discussion Paper  
that supports engagement. The full Paper is available 
at metrovancouver.org by searching ‘large building 
emissions’.

Proposed Scope: Large Buildings

The proposed approach to managing GHG  
emissions would require owners of large buildings to 
report information related to GHG emissions on an 
annual basis. Those emissions would be required to fall 
below limits for specified building types and sizes.

Buildings last a long time, and decisions about their 
space and water heating systems can lock in GHG 
emissions for years. Engaging now enables building 
owners and managers to consider GHG emissions, 
including potential future requirements, when planning 
for major renewals and equipment replacements. 
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http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/air-quality/AirQualityPublications/Clean-Air-Plan-2021.pdf


The following elements are key considerations for the 
development of an approach. More details can be 
found in the full Discussion Paper: 

• Reporting Requirements: This would include the 
type of data reported and frequency of reporting 
GHG emissions.

• Setting and Phasing-in GHG Emission Limits: 
Increasingly stringent limits would be phased in over 
time for various building types, depending on their 
capacity to implement changes.

Most large buildings would need to achieve zero 
emissions by 2050.

• Compliance Pathways: The ways in which a building 
owner may be able to achieve compliance with the 
emission limits.

• Exemptions and Flexibility: A key consideration 
will be exemptions or more flexible requirement for 
certain building types or circumstances.

• Cost and Support: Technical support would be 
available to assist building owners with planning 
for cost-effective transitions to zero-emission 
technology. Program fees would be designed 
to encourage emission reductions, and recover 
program costs fairly and efficiently.
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Metro Vancouver invites interested parties to provide 
feedback to help further shape this approach by 
November 30, 2022. 

If you have any questions or comments regarding this 
initiative, please call 604-432-6200 or email the project 
team at climate2050@metrovancouver.org.

You will find more information, including a full  
Discussion Paper on the website at metrovancouver.org 
by searching for ‘large building emissions’.  
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