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Metro Vancouver’s 2021 Carbon Neutral 
Reporting  
 15 July, 2022 
 
As a signatory to the BC Climate Action Charter, and in accordance with requirements of the Climate 
Action Revenue Incentive Program (CARIP), Metro Vancouver has reported annually on its actions to 
reduce greenhouse (GHG emissions) and adapt to a changing climate. In 2022, CARIP was replaced 
with the Local Government Climate Action Program (LGCAP). While no longer a provincial 
requirement under LGCAP, Metro Vancouver continues to report carbon credits claimed from 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions reduction projects to balance GHG emissions from traditional local 
government services (a subset of Metro Vancouver’s total GHG emissions). This scope of services is 
defined in the provincial Carbon Neutral Framework for local governments, which was established 
under the BC Climate Action Charter. 
 
Metro Vancouver’s 2021 Carbon Neutral Reporting includes direct and contracted 2021 GHG 
emissions associated with the delivery of traditional local government services, in line with 
established provincial reporting practices. This excludes emissions from Metro Vancouver Housing 
services and the Waste-to-Energy Facility, and certain contracted emissions. To balance these 
emissions, Metro Vancouver implements a portfolio of emission reduction projects to achieve real, 
measurable, and verifiable regional GHG emissions reductions, or avoid the release of GHGs 
altogether. For 2021, these projects include a landfill gas capture project, several avoided forest 
conversion projects and the ecological restoration of Burns Bog. These emission reductions are 
claimed by Metro Vancouver as GHG reduction credits. Metro Vancouver reports and tracks projects 
with GHG emissions reduction credits through the Local Carbon Registry, which includes project 
planning, and third-party validation and verification documents for each project. As a result of these 
credit projects, Metro Vancouver has maintained carbon neutrality related to delivery of traditional 
local government services in 2021, which is the third consecutive year that carbon neutrality has been 
achieved, under the methodology used.  

 
Metro Vancouver reports on a wider set of energy-related GHG emissions through Managing Metro 
Vancouver’s Corporate Energy and Greenhouse Gas Emissions (2017 to 2021). Metro Vancouver also 
reports on climate action initiatives, and progress on Climate 2050, through the Climate 2050 
Snapshot, which reports on a number of corporate and regional climate action projects implemented 
in 2021 and 2022 to reduce GHG emissions and support climate adaptation and resilience. Metro 
Vancouver is also completing public reporting for 2021 to meet LGCAP reporting requirements. These 
public reports are available to stakeholders and residents to promote awareness of the range of 
climate actions Metro Vancouver is undertaking. 
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Metro Vancouver has used Becoming Carbon Neutral: A Guidebook for Local Governments in British 
Columbia and reports on Green Communities Committee-supported Option 1 and Option 2 Projects.  

Reporting on Direct GHG Emissions  

Direct emissions covered in this report include “traditional local government services” and are 
primarily related to electricity and fuel use for: Buildings; Wastewater collection and treatment; 
Water treatment and transmission; and Corporate fleet mobile emission sources.  

Reporting on Contracted GHG Emissions  

Metro Vancouver's corporate GHG emissions from contracted services included in this report are 
primarily related to hauling of solid waste, biosolids, and residual material from corporate facilities 
to final disposal or use sites, such as landfills, beneficial use sites, or biofuel facilities.  
 
Metro Vancouver reports its contracted emissions in accordance with reporting guidance provided 
by the joint Provincial-UBCM Green Communities Committee’s Workbooks and Guidebook. The 
“Guidance on Including Contracted Emissions in Local Government Corporate Inventories” describes 
what contracts should be included in corporate inventories, what emissions data needs to be 
collected, and the steps that a local government can undertake to achieve this. It directs local 
governments to report emissions from new contracts and upon renewal of existing contracts.  
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Metro Vancouver 2021 Carbon Neutral Reporting  

2021 Carbon Emissions 
Corporate GHG emissions (in tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent) from services 
delivered directly by your local government: 

7,086  

  
Corporate GHG emissions (in tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent) from 
contracted services: 

11,016 

TOTAL A: CORPORATE GHG EMISSIONS FOR 2021 18,102 tCO2e 
 

2021 Carbon Reductions 
In order to ensure transparency of Metro Vancouver GHG reduction projects, projects are registered to 
the Local Carbon Registry (https://www.localcarbonregistry.org/), which is a publicly accessible platform 
that can be utilized by local and regional governments to set up their GHG inventory, and register their 
emission reduction projects and carbon neutrality progress.  

To be carbon neutral, a local government must balance its TOTAL corporate GHG emissions generated in 
2021 by one or a combination of the following actions: 

• Undertake Green Communities Committee-supported Option 1 Project(s) 
• Undertake Green Communities Committee-supported Option 2 Project(s)     
• Purchase carbon offsets from a credible offset provider 

If applicable, please report the 2021 GHG emissions reductions (in tonnes of carbon dioxide 
equivalent (tCO2e)) being claimed from Option 1 GHG Reduction Projects: 

OPTION 1 PROJECTS REDUCTIONS 
  1E Avoided Forest Conversion  
     Barker Property   2,786 

     Thompson Mountain Property   366 

     Grant Hill (Kanaka Creek Regional Park)  185 

     Minnekhada Quarry Road (Minnekhada Regional Park)  76 

     Lane Property (Kanaka Creek Regional Park)  58 

TOTAL B: REDUCTIONS FROM OPTION 1 PROJECTS FOR 2021 3,471 tCO2e 
 

If applicable, please report the names and 2021 GHG emissions reductions (in tonnes of carbon 
dioxide equivalent (tCO2e)) being claimed from Option 2 GHG Reduction Projects: 

OPTION 2 PROJECT NAME REDUCTIONS 
  
Coquitlam Landfill Gas Collection System (2019 and 2020)  3,535 
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Ecosystem Restoration of the Burns Bog Ecological Conservancy Area (2012-2016)1 12,647 
  
TOTAL C: REDUCTIONS FROM OPTION 2 PROJECTS FOR 2021 16,182 tCO2e 

 

2021 Carbon Offsets 
If applicable, please report the number of offsets purchased (in tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent 
(tCO2e)) from an offset provider for the 2021 reporting year: 
 

OFFSET PROVIDER REDUCTIONS 
  
Not applicable N/A 
  
TOTAL D: OFFSETS PURCHASED FOR 2021 0 tCO2e 

TOTAL REDUCTION AND OFFSETS FOR 2021 (Total B+C+D) =          19,653 tCO2e 

 

Corporate GHG Emissions Balance for 2021 
Your local government's Corporate GHG Emissions Balance is the difference between total corporate GHG 
emissions (direct + contracted emissions) and the GHG emissions reduced through GCC Option 1 and 
Option 2 projects and/or the purchase of offsets. 
 
CORPORATE GHG EMISSIONS BALANCE FOR 2021 = (A – (B+C+D)) =          -1,551 tCO2e 

If your local government was carbon neutral in 2021, please record any emissions reductions you will be 
carrying over for future years and the source of the reductions, including the year they were earned (e.g. 
organics diversion, 2020 100 tCO2e): 

 Source of Carryover Emission Reduction Year 
Earned 

GHG Emissions 
Reductions 

1. Ecosystem Restoration of the Burns Bog Ecological 
Conservancy Area 2012-2016 1,551 

TOTAL E - BALANCE OF REDUCTIONS ELIGIBLE FOR CARRY OVER TO NEXT YEAR 1,551 tCO2e 

 

References  

1. Local Government Climate Action Program  
2. BC Carbon Neutral Framework 
3. BC Local Carbon Registry 

                                                           
1 The 12,647 tonnes is a portion of the total GHG emissions reductions credits from the years 2012-2016, and represents credits from the 
project that were carried forward from the previous year’s carbon neutral reporting.  

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/climate-change/local-governments/local-government-climate-action-program
https://toolkit.bc.ca/tools/carbon-neutral-framework/
https://www.localcarbonregistry.org/
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