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Since its opening in 1988, the Greater Vancouver Regional District’s 
(GVRD) Waste-to-Energy Facility (WTEF) has played an essential role 
in the region’s integrated waste management system. Operated and 
maintained by Montenay Inc., the facility ensures that garbage is
disposed of in an environmentally safe manner, and generates
renewable and valuable energy sources: steam and electricity.

The Waste-to-Energy Facility (WTEF) in 
Burnaby is one of the most efficient facilities 
on the continent, processing about 20 per 
cent of the Lower Mainland’s garbage, and 
playing an essential role in the region’s 
integrated waste management system.

Located in the commercial/industrial 
area of South Burnaby, the WTEF 
processes about 20 per cent of the 
Lower Mainland’s garbage, mainly from 
the North Shore, Burnaby and New 
Westminster.

Every year, the WTEF turns approximately 
280,000 tonnes of garbage into 
900,000 tonnes of steam, providing both 
economic and environmental benefits. 
A portion of this steam is then sold to a 
nearby paper recycling facility, helping 
eliminate the use of fossil fuels.

In 2003, the GVRD installed a turbo 
generator that uses the steam to 
produce electricity, which is then sold to 
BC Hydro. In 2006, a $7 million upgrade 
was completed to increase the amount 
of heat recovered from the waste and 
therefore the amount of electricity 
produced. The revenue from steam and 
electrical sales offsets the operational 
costs of the solid waste management 
system.

Strict environmental monitoring 
confirms that the WTEF is one of the 
cleanest facilities of its kind. The Solid 
Waste Association of North America 
(SWANA) recognizes it as one of the 
best facilities on the continent. 

In 2003, the Association of Professional 
Engineers and Geoscientists of 
B.C. (APEGBC) presented its first 
Sustainability Award to the GVRD, in 
part for the installation of the turbo 
generator.

This photo shows 
the Waste-to-
Energy Facility with 
the steam line in 
the foreground. 

The steam line 
sends steam to 
an adjacent paper 
recycling mill 
for operational 
purposes, and 
displaces their use 
of fossil fuel.




