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Metro Vancouver extends from Lions Bay to Langley, with 21 municipalities,
one Electoral Area, and one Treaty First Nation.
Metro Vancouver connects 23 members that work as a federation to provide
the services and solutions that underlie a livable region.
metrovancouver.org

@metrovancouver
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WATER

New bridges, trails for Lower Seymour
Conservation Reserve

H

ikers, cyclists and dog walkers will once again be
able to access the Fisherman’s Trail to cross the
Seymour River – thanks to a higher and longer
pedestrian bridge that’s being constructed in the Lower
Seymour Conservation Reserve (LSCR).
Metro Vancouver is in the midst of building a new
pedestrian bridge to replace the popular Twin Bridge,
which had to be removed following a major rock slide in
December 2014 that partially blocked the Seymour River
and flooded area trails.
The new bridge will cross over the Seymour River and
reconnect the east-west link of the Fisherman’s Trail, which
has been closed for safety reasons. Improvements will also
be made to trail connections in the LSCR.

SOLID WASTE

Create memories, not garbage this holiday season

W

hat do movie tickets, a recreation centre pass and
a family photo shoot have in common?

and tinsel and leftover food, but of time spent with family
and friends.

They are among the low-waste holiday gift ideas
in Metro Vancouver’s Create memories, not garbage campaign.
Experiences such as dog walking or family trips and long-lasting
gifts like cast-iron frying pans help to reduce the tremendous
amount of waste that ends up in Metro Vancouver landfills.

To choose that perfect low-waste gift, the Create memories,
not garbage campaign this year provides more gift and
wrapping ideas – and an enhanced Merry Memory Maker
app, which helps people to not only find that elusive long
lasting gift (in their price range) but to save it in a wish list
or see where it can be purchased.

Metro Vancouver finds that most post-Christmas trash is
not just filled with wrapping paper, but with many items that
didn’t last long, were quickly broken, or were not needed.
The campaign builds on the idea that for most people
their cherished memories of the holidays are not of plastic

More information on the Merry Maker Memory app, which
is also available for iOS, Android and desktop platforms,
can be found at Creatememoriesnotgarbage.ca, along with
gift wrapping, decorating and hosting tips.
Happy holidays.

In addition, Metro Vancouver has built a new singlelane vehicle bridge at Riverside Drive to allow staff to
maintain water infrastructure and provide ongoing trail
maintenance. The aging staircase along the Baden-Powell
Trail just north of Riverside Drive will also be replaced.
The Lower Seymour Conservation Reserve is located
downstream from the Seymour Watershed and is managed
by Metro Vancouver for its recreational, educational, and
ecological values.
The area is one of three protected watersheds managed by
Metro Vancouver. The watersheds are closed to the public
for protection from pollution, erosion, fire and other
hazards. However, the public can tour the watersheds
on Metro Vancouver’s summer tours.
www.metrovancouver.org/events/watershed-tours
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REGIONAL PARKS

Endangered bats safe and snug at Burrvilla

T

housands of endangered bats have
found a safe haven in the attic of a
Delta heritage home at Deas Island
Regional Park.
At least 1,900 bats form the maternity colony
in a 1905 heritage house, called Burrvilla,
although when the young were born at
peak breeding season this past summer, the
numbers were as high as 3,250. Two species
live there: the little Brown Bat (Myotis
lucifugus) – an endangered species – and the
Yuma bat (Myotis yumanensis). Both rely
on the habitat at Deas Island Regional Park
and the surrounding area for food, which is
mainly insects and thousands of mosquitoes.
The little Brown Bat and Northern Bat
are listed by the federal Species at Risk
Act (SARA) as endangered due to the threat
of White-Nose Syndrome, a disease caused
by an invasive and highly infectious fungus.
There is no effective treatment yet for this
disease, but extensive research is underway.

Metro Vancouver Regional Parks is working
with the South Coast Bat Conservation
Society to monitor the regional park’s bat
population. Since the summer of 2016, every
week or two from June to mid-August, the
team counts bats as they emerge to hunt
for food at sunset. The team also initiated a
pilot mark-recapture study, in which bats are
caught in mist-nets and implanted with radio
tags for monitoring.
As bats can live up to 30 years in captivity,
the pilot study can help assess the status and
population trends for this significant colony.
The bats peacefully co-exist with the resident
caretaker and regular inspections reveal the
bats are respectful guests and do not cause
damage to this beautiful heritage home.
Metro Vancouverites can see the bats for
themselves when they fly out at night to feast
on a buffet of insects, while learning about
the colony from regional park interpreters.

SOLID WASTE

Hey! Food Isn’t Garbage: Residents composting but still throwing away food

M

etro Vancouver residents are
jumping on the composting
bandwagon.

An estimated 400,000 tonnes of yard
waste, kitchen scraps and other organics
are being diverted from Metro Vancouver
landfills every year, thanks in part to annual
campaigns such as Hey! Food Isn’t Garbage
and Love Food Hate Waste Canada.
This is great news as Metro Vancouver
pursues its goal to divert 80 per cent of the
region’s garbage from its landfills by 2020 –
up from about 63 per cent today.

But there’s still work to be done: people are
still tossing “avoidable” food waste – food
that likely spoiled before it could be used,
or because someone bought or cooked too
much – into the green bin or compost.
And in many cases, the compost is being
contaminated with plastic, pet waste, painted
wood and personal hygiene products.
Plastic bags – even if marketed as
‘compostable’ or ‘biodegradable’ – don’t
break down easily and diminish the quality
of compost, leading to loads being rejected
at local compost facilities. It’s also impossible

to tell ‘compostable’ products from
conventional ones when they’re mixed in
with green waste.
Residents are urged not to use plastic bags
unless they are specifically provided by their
waste hauler. They should also remember
that “food isn’t garbage” and to think twice
about what is tossed away. For creative tips
on how Canadians are reducing their food
waste through storage techniques that let
ingredients stay fresh longer, and ideas on
using leftovers and scraps, check out
www.LoveFoodHateWaste.ca

HOUSING

More affordable housing units coming to Surrey

W

ith residential vacancy rates
at record lows across Metro
Vancouver, the need for purposebuilt affordable rental housing has never
been greater.
Shovels will be in the ground in early 2019
as Metro Vancouver Housing and BC
Housing partner on the redevelopment of
Kingston Gardens in Surrey, boosting the
supply of affordable rentals in the region.

The project will add 85 new one- to fourbedroom units, and will enhance community
amenity spaces. The development will
increase the total number of units at
Kingston Gardens to 253, with a third of
the units rented on a geared-to-income basis,
meaning rents will not exceed 30 per cent of
a tenant’s income. The remaining 70 per cent
of units will meet or be below the maximum
annual income threshold set by the Province.
Kingston Gardens is just one of the sites

that Metro Vancouver Housing is upgrading
in the next five years, with more than $60
million earmarked for development and
another $59 million for maintenance.
Metro Vancouver Housing is primarily
funded through tenant rents. Established in
1974, Metro Vancouver Housing currently
houses more than 9,000 people at 49
housing sites across the region in diverse,
mixed-income communities that include
families, seniors and people with disabilities.

Kingston Gardens Redevelopment
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LIQUID WASTE

New Iona Island Wastewater Treatment Plant underway

P

lanning is underway for a new Iona
Island Wastewater Treatment Plant
in Richmond.

The new plant will replace the existing
primary treatment plant located just north of
the Vancouver International Airport and will
meet all provincial and federal regulations for
wastewater treatment.
The existing Iona Island Wastewater
Treatment Plant was built in 1963 and serves
about 680,000 residents of Vancouver, parts
of Burnaby and Richmond, the University
Endowment Lands, University of British
Columbia, Musqueam Indian Band and the
Squamish Nation.

The new Iona Island Wastewater Treatment
Plant will upgrade the current level of
treatment to better protect water quality and
the marine environment, while minimizing
odours and recovering sustainable energy
from wastewater. It will be built to withstand
an earthquake and sea level rise. Design
and construction will start in 2020 and the
new plant is expected to be operational by
December 31, 2030.

The project is in the planning phase until
the end of 2019. During this time there
will be many opportunities for interested
stakeholders to help shape the project,

Throughout the project, Metro Vancouver
will work closely with stakeholders and First
Nations to ensure the project considers their
interests and fits within the community.

AIR QUALITY

Metro Vancouver enhances measures to tackle climate change

W

ildfires, flooding and other extreme weather
events are expected to worsen by 2050 as the
Metro Vancouver region experiences hotter,
drier summers and wetter and warmer winters. This
past summer, for instance, air quality advisories were in
effect for an unprecedented 22 days due to high levels
of fine particulate matter and ground level ozone due
to wildfires. Both have the potential to be harmful to
human health.

strategies and actions for 10 issue areas. These include
nature and ecosystems, infrastructure, human health
and well-being, buildings, transportation, energy,
waste, industry, agriculture, and land-use and growth
management.

The region is already making strides in its responses
to climate change: Low-carbon buildings are more
comfortable and have better indoor air quality; walkable
communities get us moving and improve our physical
and mental health; and reducing greenhouse gas
emissions helps to cut other pollutants at the same time.

Each Roadmap will consider climate adaptation and
greenhouse gas reductions, which will help
Metro Vancouver adapt to the changing climate and
work toward a regional greenhouse gas reduction
target that aligns with the established global
emissions target of an 80 per cent reduction below
2007 levels by 2050. The Roadmaps will outline how
the region can prepare for impacts like flooding from
storms, drier growing seasons for crops, increased risk
of wildfires, warmer waters for fisheries, and shifts in
natural areas. Other actions will support retrofitting
buildings for energy efficiency, and encouraging
industry and businesses to switch to low-carbon
fuels like biomass, renewable natural gas and
renewable diesel.

Over the next two years, Metro Vancouver will also
develop Climate 2050 Roadmaps, with specific goals,

For more information, visit
www.metrovancouver.org/climate2050

Metro Vancouver, which is responsible for air quality
in the region, is increasing measures to adapt to these
impacts and reduce greenhouse gas emissions, by
developing Climate 2050, a new regional climate action
strategy. The first component of the strategy – the
Climate 2050 Strategic Framework – was approved by the
Metro Vancouver Board this fall.

including community engagement
workshops that will be open to the public.
Feedback from these sessions and other
engagement activities will help inform the
design, construction schedule and financing
structure of the new plant.
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Metro Vancouver Regional
District is a federation of
21 municipalities,
one Electoral Area and
one Treaty First Nation.
We provide core utility services to
more than 2.5 million people.
Our services – drinking water, sewage
treatment, and solid waste – along
with related services like regional
parks, housing, and air quality
management – help keep our region
one of the most livable in the world.
The Metro Vancouver Board of
Directors has 40 members: 39 are
appointed from the councils of our
22 member jurisdictions, and one is
directly elected in Electoral Area A.
All Board meetings are held at
Metro Vancouver’s Head Office in
Metrotower III, located in Burnaby’s
Metrotown Centre, and are open to
the public.
Village of Anmore
Village of Belcarra
Bowen Island Municipality
City of Burnaby
City of Coquitlam
City of Delta
Electoral Area A
City of Langley
Township of Langley
Village of Lions Bay
City of Maple Ridge
City of New Westminster
City of North Vancouver

LIQUID WASTE

Household laundry hurts oceans: study

M

from clothing or carpets. Every time a load
of laundry is washed, these fibres escape the
washing machine, go down the drain and
enter a wastewater treatment plant.

Metro Vancouver residents are encouraged
to do their part to tackle microplastics
pollution by making some small changes to
their laundry habits such as:
• Do laundry less frequently if possible;

A specially designed ‘laundry lab’ showed
that 71 per cent of microplastics found in
Metro Vancouver’s wastewater treatment
plants are fibres such as polyester or rayon

Metro Vancouver is responsible for
managing the region’s wastewater, treating
about one billion litres per day at its five
wastewater treatment plants. Although
nearly 99 per cent of the microplastics that
enter the region’s wastewater treatment
system each year are filtered out, the
remainder still ends up in the ocean.
These microplastic particles can also come
from personal care products, tires, marine
coatings and dust from industry.

etro Vancouver’s dirty laundry
could be having a profound effect
on the world’s oceans.

A joint study by Metro Vancouver and
Oceanwise on the emerging issue of
microplastics – tiny pieces of plastic –
identified household laundry as one of
the major contributors to the amount of
microplastics that end up in the ocean
and are ingested by aquatic life such as
zooplankton and fish.

• Use front-loading laundry machines
(these allow clothes to shed four times
fewer fibres than top-loading washing
machines);
• Wash with cold water;
• Use less soap; and
• Install a lint trap or lint filter on your
washing machine’s discharge hose.

District of North Vancouver
City of Pitt Meadows
City of Port Coquitlam
City of Port Moody
City of Richmond
City of Surrey
Tsawwassen First Nation

Shape a place where people want to be.
Check out current job postings at
metrovancouver.org/careers

City of Vancouver
District of West Vancouver
City of White Rock
Metro Vancouver Regional District
was previously known as the Greater
Vancouver Regional District.
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