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Metro 2050 Update 

Metro Vancouver has been working on a review and update of the regional growth strategy, Metro 
Vancouver 2040: Shaping our Future (Metro 2040), since mid-2019.  

With the completion of the background research through the themed Metro 2040 policy reviews, Phase 
2 of the work is now underway. New and amended policy language is being drafted for the updated plan 
(Metro 2050) and vetted through the Metro 2050 Intergovernmental Advisory Committee. The 
Committee comprises planning directors and managers from Metro Vancouver member jurisdictions, 
adjacent regional districts, TransLink, the Province, First Nations from within the region, the Vancouver 
Airport Authority, the Port of Vancouver, the Agricultural Land Commission, and select post-secondary 
institutions. Metro 2050’s draft policies build on the successes of Metro 2040, using the existing policy 
content as a ‘base’ to make improvements and enhancements to support the regional federation’s 
vision to integrate land use and transportation planning, protect important lands, and support the 



effective delivery of urban infrastructure like transit and utilities. A full draft of Metro 2050 is on 
schedule to be completed and presented to the MVRD Board for referral out for comment in mid-2021. 

More information about the development of Metro 2050 and the associated background materials can 
be found on the Metro Vancouver website: http://www.metrovancouver.org/metro2050 

Metro 2040 Policy Review Summaries 

An important first phase of the regional growth strategy update is coming to a close with the completion 
of the policy reviews, based on themed subject areas in Metro 2040. The MVRD Board has endorsed the 
policy recommendations coming out of these reviews, which are being used in the next phase of work to 
develop policy language for Metro 2050.  

The 11 themed policy reviews are: 

• Urban Centres and Frequent Transit Development Areas
• Agriculture
• Rural
• Industrial & Mixed Employment
• Housing
• Environment
• Transport
• Complete Communities
• Climate Change & Natural Hazards

http://www.metrovancouver.org/metro2050
http://www.metrovancouver.org/metro2050


• Implementation
• Growth Projections

8 Policy Review Summaries, that provide updates on the policy directions by topic area, have been 
prepared. The first set of four summaries was published in December 2020, and the second set of four is 
now available for: Housing, Transport, Complete Communities and Rural Areas.  

More information about the development of Metro 2050 and the associated background materials can 
be found on the Metro Vancouver Metro 2050 webpage. 

Social Equity and Regional Growth Study – Final Report and Maps Now Available 

The Social Equity and Regional Growth Study Final Report is now available for review. The Study was 
completed to support the development of Metro 2050, the update to the regional growth strategy. The 
Study includes a set of 49 region-wide maps that illustrate disparity in the region using a wide variety of 
indicators including: demographics, housing conditions, economic conditions, environmental conditions, 
and more. It also includes the results of stakeholder engagement undertaken virtually in 2020 as part of 
this work, as well as recommendations on how the findings could help shape the regional growth 
strategy and planning efforts more broadly. The Study’s findings are a foundational first step for 
integrating the concept of social equity into regional planning work going forward. 

The final report can be accessed here, and the maps can be accessed here. 

http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/regional-planning/PlanningPublications/Policy_Review_Summary-Housing.pdf
http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/regional-planning/PlanningPublications/Policy_Review_Summary-Transport.pdf
http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/regional-planning/PlanningPublications/Policy_Review_Summary-Complete_Communities.pdf
http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/regional-planning/PlanningPublications/Policy_Review_Summary-Rural_Areas.pdf
http://www.metrovancouver.org/metro2050
http://www.metrovancouver.org/boards/RegionalPlanning/RPL_2021-Mar-5_AGE.pdf#page=60
http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/regional-planning/PlanningPublications/Equity_Regional_Growth_Management_Study_Phase2-Appendix-I-Maps.pdf
http://www.metrovancouver.org/boards/RegionalPlanning/RPL_2021-Mar-5_AGE.pdf#page=20
http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/regional-planning/PlanningPublications/Equity_Regional_Growth_Management_Study_Phase2-Appendix-I-Maps.pdf


 

Hey Neighbour Collective Discussion Paper: Developing Truly Complete Communities 

The Hey Neighbour Collective has prepared a discussion paper titled Developing Truly Complete 
Communities, which explores social equity and social connectedness in multi-unit housing. This will 
inform the development of Metro 2050. Through the lens of both mental and physical public health and 
the climate crisis, six policy recommendations are included for improving social connectedness among 
residents living in multi-unit buildings, which is increasingly becoming the predominant housing form in 
our compact, land-constrained region. The discussion paper contains considerations that are useful for 
all organizations and agencies involved in building, operating and approving multi-unit housing forms of 
development. The Hey Neighbour Collective is a multi-stakeholder collaborative project housed at the 
Simon Fraser University Morris J. Wosk Centre for Dialogue. 

 

http://www.metrovancouver.org/boards/RegionalPlanning/RPL_2021-Feb-5_AGE.pdf#page=19
http://www.metrovancouver.org/boards/RegionalPlanning/RPL_2021-Feb-5_AGE.pdf#page=19
https://www.sfu.ca/dialogue/programs/urban-sustainability/hey-neighbour-collective.html


 

Regional Greenways Plan Approved 

On November 27, 2020, the Metro Vancouver Board approved an updated plan to expand the regional 
greenway network.  

Regional Greenways 2050 is the region’s shared vision for a network of recreational multi-use paths that 
supports regional livability by connecting residents to large parks, protected natural areas, and 
communities.  

The network complements TransLink’s Major Bikeway Network and will provide residents with 
additional routes for walking, running, rolling, riding horses, and cycling. Together the two networks 
contribute to active transportation infrastructure in the region, which will also help reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions. 

The Regional Greenway Network is made up of approximately 860 kilometres of multi-use paths, of 
which about 490 kilometres (57%) are currently operational. The plan identifies ways to fill the gaps in 
the remaining network. 

The plan was developed in consultation with local governments, TransLink, First Nations, Provincial and 
Federal agencies, and key stakeholders. Metro Vancouver is looking forward to continuing this 
collaboration to achieve the Plan’s vision over the next 30 years. 

 

http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/parks/learn/plans-and-reports/regional-greenways-2050/Pages/default.aspx


 

Over 125 hectares of Land Re-Designated Conservation and Recreation 

With the adoption of Regional Growth Strategy Amendment Bylaw No. 1310, 2020 at the end of 
February, 128.3 hectares of land in the region have been re-designated to Conservation and Recreation 
in Metro 2040, the regional growth strategy. These lands were acquired by Metro Vancouver Regional 
Parks over recent years and the change in designation publicly reflects and protects the intended use of 
these lands for parks and / or greenways over the long term. 

The report on the Bylaw No. 1310 re-designating Regional Parks’ lands can be viewed here.    

 

 

 

http://www.metrovancouver.org/boards/GVRD/RD_2021-Feb-26_AGE.pdf#page=214

