
 

 
 
List of Activities and Potential Pollutants  

To support hospitals in managing their wastewater, Metro Vancouver is proposing a new requirement for 
hospitals to implement Pollution Prevention Plans. 

Hospitals use substances in their daily operations that can negatively impact the wastewater system. The 
table below provides a list of hospital activities or services and the associated substances that are 
considered potential wastewater pollutants.  

Activities and Services Potential Wastewater Pollutants  

Surgery Biomedical Waste1 including blood or other bodily fluids 

Acute Care Wards Biomedical Waste1 including blood or other bodily fluids  

Unused or partially used liquid pharmaceuticals (IV) 

Wipes, including those labelled “flushable”  

Bedpans where put through macerators 

Diagnostic Laboratories Biomedical Waste1 including blood or other bodily fluids 

Chemical reagents 

Solvents 

Scintillation cocktails 

Research Laboratories Biomedical Waste1 including blood or other bodily fluids 

Chemical reagents 

Solvents 

Scintillation cocktails 

Pharmacy Expired and/or compounded pharmaceuticals 

Diagnostic Imaging2 Developers and other chemical reagents 

Dental Clinics2 Amalgam 

Food Services2 Grease and food waste 

Building Services Cleaners 

HVAC corrosion inhibitors, such as molybdenum  

Mercury spilled from broken equipment 

 

                                                      
1 As defined by the BC Hazardous Waste Regulation. 
2 Metro Vancouver’s existing Sewer Use Bylaw as well as the Food Sector Grease Interceptor Bylaw already regulates discharges 
from these activities and services. In these cases, Pollution Prevention Plans would likely need to include information on how 
existing requirements are being met. If the requirements are not met, hospitals would need to identify the actions they plan to 
undertake to achieve compliance in their Pollution Prevention Plans. 
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Each hospital would need to submit a Pollution Prevention Plan to Metro Vancouver that describes how 
they plan to reduce or eliminate wastewater pollutants. The regulation would apply to hospitals that are:  

 Located within Metro Vancouver;  

 Included in definition 1 a) of the Hospital Act; and  

 Considered to be high-volume dischargers (releasing greater than 300 m3 of wastewater into the 
sewer system in a 30-day period). 

For more information, please see our website at www.metrovancouver.org and search “Pollution 
Prevention Regulation for Hospitals”. 

http://www.metrovancouver.org/

