
 
 

 

 

26168205 Cannabis Cultivation at Metro Vancouver Housing Sites Policy 
Page 1 of 2 

CORPORATE POLICY 

CANNABIS CULTIVATION AT METRO VANCOUVER HOUSING SITES  

Effective Date: October 9, 2018  

Approved By: Chief Administrative Officer  

 

 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this Policy is to provide Metro Vancouver Housing Corporation (MVHC) staff and 

tenants direction on cannabis cultivation at MVHC housing sites. This Policy applies to all tenants at 

MVHC housing sites and is intended to provide consistent direction and language for tenancy 

agreements. 

 

DEFINITIONS  

“Cannabis Plant” has the same meaning as the Cannabis Control and Licensing Act; 

 

“Control Date” refers to the date in which the Federal Cannabis Act comes into force; and 

 

“Cultivation” refers to the act of a tenant of MVHC housing growing cannabis plants within the 

interior or exterior of their rental unit. 

 

POLICY 

In 2018 the Province will provide enabling legislation related to the smoking and cultivation of 

cannabis. In an effort to provide safe, affordable rental accommodation to individuals and families 

across the region, MVHC staff have considered the intent of the policy and reviewed the potential 

impacts of cannabis cultivation at MVHC housing sites. Through this review, issues were identified 

such as potential damage to individual units and the building such as mold and fires resulting from 

the cultivation process. There was also concern related to staff resourcing to enforce cultivation 

outdoors to ensure there are no more than four plants, not visible from public space and no more 

than one-metre-tall, as per the new legislation. 

 

The new legislation will update the Residential Tenancy Act where existing tenancy agreements will 

not permit the cultivation cannabis plants; new tenancy agreements will need to expressly prohibit 

cannabis cultivation. Therefore, all new tenancy agreements for units on sites that are owned or 

leased by MVHC will prohibit the cultivation of cannabis plants.  

 

MEDICAL CANNABIS 

Under the Access to Cannabis for Medical Purposes Regulation, a tenant does not require the consent 

or notification of the landlord in order for a tenant to acquire a license to produce cannabis for 

medical purposes. If a tenant has disabilities that require her or him to consume cannabis for medical 

purposes, MVHC as a landlord, has a duty to accommodate the tenant’s disabilities up to a point of 

undue hardship. For some, the ability to grow one’s own cannabis is the only way to affordably access 

such medication. 
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TENANCY AGREEMENTS 

MVHC Tenancy Agreements will include the following language with respect to recreational cannabis 

cultivation: 

 

The tenant shall not, nor shall the tenant’s family, guests or invitees grow or attempt 

to grow cannabis or cannabis plants as those terms are defined in the Federal 

Cannabis Act as it is from time to time, anywhere within the rental unit or on any 

common area exclusively used by the tenant or tenant’s family, such as balconies and 

patios, nor on any common area anywhere on the site. 

 


