
Metro Vancouver is seeking feedback on proposed 
changes to fees charged to permitted and regulated 
dischargers of air contaminants. The proposal involves 
several changes to Bylaw 1083 (Greater Vancouver 
Regional District Air Quality Management Fees Regulation 
Bylaw No. 1083, 2008) to encourage emission reductions 
of harmful air contaminants, ensure fees promote 
continuous improvement, and recover the costs of 
monitoring and enforcement while maintaining Metro 
Vancouver’s commitment to discharger-pay, equity, and 
fairness principles.

The proposed changes in amending Metro Vancouver’s air 
quality permit and regulatory fees reflect updated health 
information on air contaminants; increased demand for 
regulatory services, reflected in the increasing volume of 
complaints; ongoing efforts to achieve regional air quality 
objectives and climate targets; as well as strong public 
support for ensuring that the costs of regulating the emissions 
of air contaminants are borne largely by the emitters.

Background
Under the B.C. Environmental Management Act, Metro 
Vancouver has the delegated authority to manage air 
quality and control the discharge of air contaminants in 
the region and has the ability to set fees to recover the 
cost of air quality management services. 

All businesses that discharge air contaminants in Metro 
Vancouver are required to comply with a Metro Vancouver 
permit, regulation or approval. Metro Vancouver expends 
substantial resources in developing and promoting 
compliance with permits and regulations, but air quality 
permit and regulatory fees have not substantially 
changed since 2008. However, since that time the costs 
of regulatory services have dramatically increased, in part 
due to the increasing volume of complaints, appeals, and 
information requests. As a result, taxpayers have been 
funding the difference between the cost of delivering air 
quality services and fees charged for emissions.

Current Bylaw
Bylaw 1083 sets fees for applications for permits, 
approvals, and amendments, as well as annual permit, 
approval, and regulated facility emission fees. Fees 
include both fixed components and variable components, 
which are based upon the quantity and type of air 
contaminant authorized. Air contaminants that are more 
harmful to human and environmental health are assessed 
higher fees per tonne of discharge.

Public Opinion Survey
In a public opinion survey commissioned by Metro 
Vancouver, the majority of respondents stated that 
businesses that discharge air contaminants should pay all 
or most of the cost of regulating the discharge of those air 
contaminants. Residents also supported the concept that 
fees should be scaled in accordance with the amount and 
degree of harm of the pollutants discharged.

Proposed Changes
To better protect human and environmental health and 
to reduce the gap between the amount paid in fees and 
the cost of air quality services, a number of changes 
are proposed to Bylaw 1083. In recognition that the 
proposed fees may result in substantial increases for some 
businesses, increases in fees would be introduced in two 
stages (one in 2022 and then three years later in 2025) to 
provide businesses time to budget for the increased fees 
and to plan changes that would reduce their emissions. 
Key changes are:

1. Increasing fees for air contaminants, especially those 
responsible for the greatest health impacts. The 
proposed fees are based on a study that assessed the 
relative health impacts of various air contaminants in 
Metro Vancouver. The study incorporated updated air 
quality related health information demonstrating that 
public health costs from air emissions are greater than 
previously thought. However, even with increased fees, 
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the majority of costs resulting from air contaminant discharges from businesses will continue to be externalized through 
impacts to public health.

Air Contaminant
Existing Fee  

($/tonne)
Proposed 2022 
Fee ($/tonne)

Proposed 2025 
Fee ($/tonne)

2025 Fee as % of 
Health Impact Valuation

Fine Particulate Matter (PM2.5) $300 $700 $1,800 0.5%

Photoreactive Volatile Organic Compounds (VOC) $100 $150 $260 0.5%

Nitrogen Oxides (NOx) $50 $90 $150 0.5%

Sulphur Oxides (SOx) $100 $100 $100 0.5%

Increased fees are also proposed for other air contaminants. Fees for air contaminants, including coarse particulate 
matter, methane, and hazardous air pollutants have also been reviewed and are proposed to increase. The drivers 
for proposing changes in fees include protecting public health, mitigating climate change, aligning with provincial 
regulations, and reflecting inflationary costs associated with compliance promotion of permits and regulations.
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2. Adding new fees for odorous air contaminants. The 
number of complaints to Metro Vancouver has more 
than doubled in recent years. Managing odour is 
one of the drivers behind increasing costs for Metro 
Vancouver’s air quality services, and despite over 80% 
of complaints relating to odour, no fees are currently 
charged for emissions of odorous air contaminants. 
However, Metro Vancouver has expended substantial 
resources to develop permits and regulations, 
investigate complaints, and promote compliance, and 
has engaged in legal proceedings associated with 
permit appeals (both by dischargers and receiving 
communities). Therefore, it is proposed that businesses 
emitting odourous air contaminants be charged fees 
at a level that should discourage emissions. These fees 
would be structured to allow for fee refunds if odorous 
air contaminants are managed so that negative impacts 
on surrounding communities are avoided.

3.  Changing other regulatory and permit fees to better 
enable Metro Vancouver to recover costs associated 
with reviewing and administering complex permits, 
approvals, and amendments. This includes fees for 
permit and approval applications and amendments,  
as well as fees associated with emission regulations.

4. Discontinuing the Measured Discharge Program, 
which unfairly benefits large dischargers, allowing 
those dischargers in some cases to pay lower rates for 
emissions than smaller facilities.

The discussion paper outlining the proposed amendments 
in full detail is available at www.metrovancouver.org/
services/air-quality/consultation/air-quality-permits-
regulatory-fees.

We Value Your Feedback
Metro Vancouver would like your feedback on how 
proposed changes to its air quality permit and regulatory 
fees and other aspects of Metro Vancouver’s air quality 
management may impact you or your organization. 

Metro Vancouver invites you to provide feedback through 
consultation opportunities featured on Metro Vancouver’s 
website (www.metrovancouver.org/services/air-quality/
consultation/air-quality-permits-regulatory-fees), or by 
email to AQBylaw@metrovancouver.org.

Please submit your feedback by April 30, 2021.
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