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KEEPING FOOD SCRAPS OUT OF THE GARBAGE 
 
Another three municipalities in Metro Vancouver are launching a curbside collection service for 
food scraps. 
 
As of May 1, residents of single-family homes in the City of North Vancouver, the District of 
North Vancouver and the District of West Vancouver can send less garbage to the landfill. 
 
Like people in many other communities across the region, North Shore residents can reduce 
waste by collecting fruit, vegetables, meat, fish, bones and plate scrapings in a kitchen 
container throughout the week. In the City and District of North Vancouver, a “Green Can” decal 
converts an existing yard trimmings can into a container for both food scraps and yard 
trimmings. West Vancouver residents are getting a smaller new “Green Can” for curbside 
collection of food scraps. 
 
On April 16, the Corporation of Delta began the weekly collection of combined food waste and 
yard trimmings for single-family homes in Delta. 
 
By October, this waste reduction initiative will be in place in a total of 16 Metro Vancouver 
municipalities. 
 
“Food is a resource that we can recycle into high-quality soil or use to generate energy,” said 
Board Chair Greg Moore. “Curbside collection programs being introduced across the region will 
divert this valuable resource away from disposal. Let’s keep food out of the garbage.” 
 
Food scraps, yard trimmings, paper and wood do not compost normally when thrown in the 
garbage and buried in a landfill. In the oxygen-starved environment of a landfill, organic waste 
generates methane gas as it slowly decomposes. Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas that 
hastens climate change. If released into the atmosphere, methane traps about 20 times more 
heat than carbon dioxide. 
 
Zero Waste Committee Chair Malcolm Brodie encouraged residents to use backyard 
composters to recycle easily compostable food scraps and yard trimmings. Curbside collection 
programs for food scraps give people another option if they don’t want to use a backyard 
composter, he noted. 
 
“About half of all the waste disposed from homes and businesses in the region is made up of 
organic materials, such as food scraps, yard trimmings, paper and wood,” Brodie said. “Keeping 
food and other organics out of the garbage will reduce greenhouse gases. Organic waste 
diversion will also help the region achieve its goal of a 70 per cent waste diversion rate by 
2015.” 
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Currently, about 55 per cent of the solid waste generated in the Metro Vancouver region is 
diverted to re-use and recycling. The balance – about 45 per cent – is disposed in landfills or the 
region’s existing waste-to-energy facility in Burnaby. 
 
In 2009 the City of Port Coquitlam was the first community to invite residents to add food scraps 
to yard trimming containers put out at the curb. 
 
In subsequent years, curbside collection programs for food scraps were introduced in Burnaby, 
Coquitlam, New Westminster, Port Moody, Richmond, the Township of Langley, Vancouver and 
White Rock. 
 
This June, Bowen Island and Pitt Meadows will begin weekly food scraps collection for single 
family homes. This October, the City of Surrey will also start a food scraps collection service for 
single-family homes. 
 
Recycling services vary in different municipalities, so go to the website for your municipality for 
details. 
 
Information about food scraps collection on the North Shore is available on the North Shore 
Recycling Program website. 
 
More information about solid waste and recycling across the region is available on Metro 
Vancouver’s website, www.metrovancouver.org. Check out the food recycling/composting page. 
 
A waste audit last year at a transfer station shows there’s too much food in residential garbage. 
Watch a short video story, Household Garbage Audit. That video story and others posted in the 
Media Room section of Metro Vancouver’s website can be viewed, emailed or embedded in 
other websites.  
 
 
For more information on weekdays, please contact the Metro Vancouver Information 
Centre, at 604-432-6200. 
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