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Vital Signs – pre 2012

• Vital Signs 2006, 2008, 2010
– Economy, Affordability, Transportation, Education, 

Health etc.

• Rated “Belonging” most important

“What people said concerned them most was a 
growing sense of isolation and disconnection.  They 
said we increasingly live in silos, separated by 
ethnicity, culture, language, income, age and 
geography.  They lamented what they saw as a 
deepening civic malaise that has resulted in more 
people withdrawing from community activities.  They 
said this corrosion of caring and social isolation hurts 
them personally and hurts their community”.



Connect and Engage – June 2012

• Connect and Engage in 2012

– Polled over 3800 people

– 80 ethnic groups

• Metro Vancouver is a hard place to 
make friends;

• Our neighborhood connections are 
cordial but weak;

• Many people in metro Vancouver 
are retreating from community life;

• There are limits to how people see 
diversity as an opportunity for forge 
meaningful connections, and;

• The affordability issue in metro 
Vancouver is affecting people’s 
attitudes and beliefs.



Fast Forward

What has happened since 
our survey in 2012?



Connections and Engagement



Neighborhood Small Grants



Mayor's Engaged City Task Force

October 3, 2012 – Vancouver City Council 
passed a motion to establish the Mayor's 
Engaged City Task Force, with the mandate 
to increase neighbourhood engagement and 
improve upon the many ways the City 
connects with Vancouver residents.



Museum of Vancouver

• The Happy Show 

inspired happiness 

through a surprising 

interactive exhibition



Roundhouse Radio



Vital Signs across Canada



Next up?  Belonging 

will continue to be a 

main theme as ….

2017 – Canada turns 150.
2018 – Vancouver Foundation turns 75.


