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LAW AND ORDER - CANNABIS LEGALIZATION PILLARS

1
PROTECT OUR 
YOUTH

2
SAFE, TESTED 
SUPPLY

3
ELIMINATE 
THE BLACK 
MARKET



LOCATION 



STOREFRONT



CO MMUN IT Y  SUPPO RT

• 2,029 signatures of support for our petition
• UBC Alma Mater Society
• Landlord and adjacent businesses
• UNA, UEL, and UBC residents, students and 

professors



CO MMUN IT Y  SUPPO RT

"The AMS is proud to support any operation that 
advances the collective interests of our
membership. While cannabis use is not universal - 
education, responsible access, and safe
communities are priorities that benefit everyone. We 
believe that this proposed development will
bring collective benefits to students, families, and 
beyond."

Cole Evans
AMS President



CO MMUN IT Y  SUPPO RT

"Children are best protected from premature alcohol 
and cannabis use by education and open
family discussions of health and safety risks; they are 
not protected by NIMBY efforts to
prevent the legal sale of these products."

Eagle Glassheim
Associate Professor - Department of History 
UBC



CO MMUN IT Y  SA FET Y

• Perfect operating history
• Bound by the LCRB terms and conditions

• Cannabis, cannabis accessories and packaging and labelling of cannabis and 
cannabis accessories must not be visible to minors from outside the store.

• Youth under 19 years of age are banned from entering cannabis stores and 
cannot work in the cannabis industry.

• It is an offence to sell or supply non-medical cannabis to individuals under 19 
and there are strict penalties.

• All packaging and labelling for cannabis is regulated by the federal 
government. Strict limits on the look and feel are intended to make it less 
appealing to youth.

• All of our display cases are locked – only our employees are permitted to 
handle our products

• In terms of store security, we have an audible fire alarm, intruder alarm, locked 
storage cases and security cameras running 24/7.

• Cannabis use is not permitted in-store.





Thank you! 



Objection to the 5478 Univ. Blvd. cannabis 
store license application
June 7, 2022
Guangrui (Maggie) Xia, UBC Materials Engineering
UNA resident since 2008
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Fact: the overwhelming responses from the 
community were negative towards this 
cannabis store

The vast majority (~90%) of the responses from the residents opposed 
the proposed cannabis retail (Agenda page 20). 



Burb Cannabis gained > 2,000 
signatures in their petition by 
using $1000 cash incentive. 

If Burb was confident that the majority of 
the public would support them, why did 
they use this cash incentive in the first 
place?

How credible was Burb’s support gained 
with this??

Are there other places where they gained 
support by incentives?

Flyer posted in UBC student nest building.



Reasons of our 
objections 



1. Advice from Health Canada





Health Canada’s messages to 18-25 young adults



From Health Canada



Cannabis use in age 16-19
37% surveyed reported past one-year use
20% of whom reported daily or almost daily use.

The Canadian Student Tobacco, Alcohol and Drugs Survey (CSTADS) 
2018/19, asked questions of students in grades 7 to 12, and reported an 
average age of initiation of 14.3 years.
Overall, 90% of people thought that using cannabis could be habit 
forming:

93% of people who reported using cannabis in the past 12 months
88% of people who did not use.

Canadian Cannabis Survey 2021



2. UNA+UEL demographics in 2021
Year Total 0-14 and % 0-18 and % 65+ and %
UNA+U
EL 15,027 2,685 (17.9% of 

UNA+UEL)
~4,033 
(26.8%) 2,070 (13.8%)

• UNA+UEL 0-18 minor population counts for 26.8% of 
population, which is about 2.0 times of that of the city 
of Van. ( 13.8%).

• 8,000 people (53%) are or live with these minors.



Regent

Clinic

JEM Park

Cannabis??

Locations with 
frequent 
children/youth visits

Uhill
elementary

3. UBC community has been 
designed for families in the past 40+ 
years



UBC childcare 
campus NRP school

Gyms, 
ice rink, 
fields

Uhill secondary

JEM Park

Cannabis??

Locations with 
frequent 
children/youth visits

Regent

AcadiaYMCA

Parks

UBC Farm

UBC 
Botanical 
Garden UBC 

Botanical 
Garden

Old 
Barn



4. Whom do we cater to?
Age Capabilities Impacts

Cannabis store 
customers

> = 19 Able to vote, live alone, work and study, drive and go to a 
cannabis store nearby.

Able to commute easily, order online, differentiate between 
regular food items from cannabis-containing food items. Able to 
read and make decisions on his or her own. 

Incremental access 
convenience

Children and 
youth

0-18 Most minors are not able to commute/travel/drive freely. 
Younger ones are not able to differentiate between regular food 
items from cannabis-containing food items. Many are not able to 
read widely and make decisions on his or her own.

increased risks of early 
exposure to and more 
likelihood of addiction of 
cannabis, more misuse risks 
of cannabis-containing food 
items



Stop Cannabis Store in UBC
Move to UBC for its unique reputation of Education, Multiculturalism and 

Nature surroundings
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● Extremely dangerous:  1.“Peer pressure” when 
they see cool people their age, or even their 

close friends, physically going in and out from 
the cannabis store, attempting to fit in. 2. 

Becomes the societal norm. but many parents 
grew up never having encountered cannabis and 

would not be able to have meaningful 
conversations. – Ethan Ho, Gr. 12 student

"I am a UBC student and my 
daughter used to go to UBC 
daycare. Any cannabis store 
will have negative impact on 
UBC families.“ - Tania Tasmin



1863
Individuals (as of May 30th ) DO NOT support the openings of the cannabis stores proposed in UBC 
community ( Example reasons: Second-hand smoke, Existing easy accessible, Negative impact, UBC 

international Students,…..)

“The first aim of the Cannabis Act is to “keep 
cannabis out of the hands of youth.” The 
cannabis retail opening does not prevent 
access but actually encourages the youth to 
consume cannabis.” Fran Zhang

“I oppose to the openings of the cannabis store 
at UBC village. There are 2 stores on 10th Ave 
already.” - Sal Sam

“This neighbourhood is surrounded by a huge 
student population and the opening of a cannabis 
store may negatively affect the health and safety 
of these young individuals.”- Roya Bard

“Too many minors in the area. There are not only 
elementary and high schools, but also many 
childcare in the area, with a new afterschool 
program opening soon. Definitely not the ideal 
place to open a cannabis retail.”  -Christina Perugia

“Please hold some respect for the already brewing 
opinions of more conservative opinions from the 
general. We are quiet, but not voice-less. We are 
many, but we are not united, until now. Thank you 
again if you could turn to us and listen.”-Yan Shen



● 1863 signatures represents 10% of 
18296 UBC/ UEL of Electoral Area A 

population (2021 Census

480 pages of 
Opposition  
vs only 28 
pages of In 
favour/  No 
objection 
feedbacks. 

Referrals 
(UEL CAC, 
UEL ADP 
.UBC) and 
Local MLA 
David Eby all 
has NO 
positive 
Recommend
ation . 



● UEL is bylaw enforcement uniquely vulnerable Rezoning approval 
just to align UEL 
long-time 
community plan 
(2020) 5.4.31, to 
explore the 
possibility of a  
cannabis store. It 
is explored ,the 
community do not 
want a cannabis 
store. 
MVRD Board’s 
recommends of 
issue or not issue 
license is NOT 
necessary  to" 
align with UEL 
approved 
Rezoning "



The community members has stated EXTREMELY NEGATIVE responses to this cannabis 

store loud and clearly! As our elected politician and decision maker, we are looking 

upon you to truly reflect the community's voice and have a negative recommendation 

on Burb Cannabis License application in UEL/ UNA/ UBC community. 

Stop Cannabis Store in UBC
For the Better of UBC Community



UEL Advisory Design Panel Recommendations
Recommendation 1: Recommend removal of the regulation 36.5 from the draft bylaw amendment.

[Note: “36.5 -The Manager may allow an extension or extensions of the periods specified in Subsections 36.4 if, in the Manager's opinion, 
the extension is warranted by the circumstances.”]

Recommendation 2: Recommend that the rezoning be tied to both the business address and the operator; if 
the approved operator ceases operation of the business, that the bylaw be amended so use is no longer 
permitted.

Recommendation 3: Recommend to highlight to the Minister of Municipal Affairs and the Liquor and 
Cannabis Regulation Branch (LCRB) that the Advisory Design Panel (ADP)’s comments on the referral do not 
equate to the ADP’s support of the bylaw amendments or of cannabis retail in the UEL.

Recommendation 4: We ask that the Minister provide guidance on future cannabis applications regarding 
Change of Use application for cannabis retail.

Recommendation 5: The Minister should hear out the community’s viewpoint and make a decision based 
on public input that is in the best interest of the community. As the Advisory Design Panel did not have 
access to all community feedback, it is not able to comment on that aspect but extends its support to public 
input.
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Basis of decision for granting a licence
To approve and issue a non-medical Cannabis Retail Store (CRS) licence, the general 
manager of the Liquor and Cannabis Regulation Branch (LCRB) must have a positive 
recommendation from either the:
• Local government with jurisdiction in the area of the proposed store
• Indigenous Nation if the proposed store location is within an area such as reserve 

land, Nisga’a land, or treaty land

Respecting and reflecting the overwhelmingly negative community response, there 
has been NO positive recommendation from:

• UEL Community Advisory Council, UEL Advisory Design Panel, the UEL Office, the 
Minster of Municipal Affairs our local MLA David Eby or UBC

• We ask that the EAC NOT recommend the cannabis licence



Cannabis Retail Store Licence Application in the UEL (Burb Cannabis Corp.)

Marcin Pachcinski
Division Manager, Electoral Area and Implementation Services 
Regional Planning and Housing Services

Electoral Area Committee | June 9, 2022
53305643 

4.15.1



LICENCE APPLICATION 

2

Type
Non-medical cannabis retail store licence

Applicant
Burb Cannabis Corporation

Address
5784 University Boulevard, in the UEL

Licence and rezoning application submitted 
concurrently in fall 2020



JURISDICTIONAL ROLES

3

BC Liquor and Cannabis Regulation Branch (LCRB)
• Licence decision maker (approves or rejects application)
• Fit and proper assessment (security screening and financial integrity checks)

University Endowment Lands (UEL)
• Local land use authority (OCP, zoning, permits, business licensing)
• Rezoning approved by Minister of Municipal Affairs in April 2022

Metro Vancouver
• Local government under Cannabis Control and Licensing Act 
• Gathers residents’ views and makes a recommendation to BC LCRB



PUBLIC INPUT

4

• Of the total 239 submissions from nearby residents and businesses:
• 22 (10%) were in favour or had no objection to the proposed store
• 217 (90%) were opposed to the proposed store

• Nearby organizations and elected representatives summarized in staff report

In Favour /
No Objection Opposed

Nearby residents and businesses (UEL, UNA, UBC) 22 217
Other (unspecified address or not nearby) 0 151



REQUIRED CONSIDERATIONS OF THE LOCAL GOVT. 
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The Cannabis Licensing Regulation requires that a local government considering
a cannabis retail store licence application:
• provide comments and recommendations in writing;
• include the views of the local government on the general impact on the 

community in its comments;
• include the views of residents and a description of the method used to gather 

those views in its comments;
• recommend whether a licence be issued or amended, or not be issued or 

amended; and
• include the reasons on which any recommendations are based.
• Note: Different process for liquor licences where historically, Metro Vancouver 

has not provided comment



OPTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION

6

1. That the MVRD Board:
a) recommend to the BC Liquor and Cannabis Regulation Branch that the licence for a non-medical 

cannabis retail store not be issued for the following reason: based on an evaluation of nearby 
residents’ views gathered, the proposed store is not supported; and

b) direct staff to forward the report dated May 18, 2022, titled “Cannabis Retail Store Licence Application 
in the UEL (Burb Cannabis Corporation)” to the BC Liquor and Cannabis Regulation Branch as 
supporting documentation

OR
2. That the MVRD Board: 
a) recommend to the BC Liquor and Cannabis Regulation Branch that the licence for a non-medical 

cannabis retail store be issued for the following reason: to align with the University Endowment 
Lands approved rezoning; and

b) direct staff to forward the report dated May 18, 2022, titled “Cannabis Retail Store Licence Application 
in the UEL (Burb Cannabis Corporation)” to the BC Liquor and Cannabis Regulation Branch as 
supporting documentation
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Thank you
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