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The August 2005 Drinking Water Management Plan has an action to manage watersheds in accordance with 
the May 2002 Watershed Management Plan. In 2007, based on a comprehensive review, no significant 
concerns or issues with the watershed management plan were identified. In July 2007 the GVWD Board 
amended the 2005 DWMP to fully incorporate watershed management by adding the following new Goal:  

Watersheds that provide clean, safe water and are 
managed and protected as natural assets. 

There is one strategy to achieve this goal: Manage Watersheds to Advance Regional Sustainability. 

Strategy: Manage Watersheds to Advance Regional Sustainability 
Protecting watershed lands and their biological diversity as part of the regions’ green zone significantly 
advances regional sustainability (Figure - Protected Watersheds and Adjoining Green Zone Areas). This 
strategy has the following actions: 

GVWD actions: 

• The GVWD will manage the watersheds with a minimum intervention approach and let natural 
processes occur. Human intervention is only necessary for building and operating water infrastructure or if 
there are risks to human safety or water quality.  

• The GVWD will monitor and manage the watersheds to minimize risks to water quality. 
Monitoring improves system management by providing information on watershed stream flows, reservoir water 
quality, and watershed fire risk. 

• The GVWD will return areas disturbed by human activities as close as possible to the pre-
disturbance state. Watershed roads that are no longer required are deactivated to minimize the risk of 
landslides, erosion and reduce long-term maintenance costs.  
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